
 Year 7 Music 
 

Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 2 Summer Term 2 

Topic 1 – Musical Basics Topic 2 – Musical Elements Topic 3 – Musical Timeline 

BIG Q 
Content 
(max 5) 
 

How do we begin to 
understand musical 
notation as a 
language? 
1. Identify treble and 

bass clef. 
2. Understand how to 

read pitch written 
on the stave. 

3. Understand the 
visual differences 
between notes of 
differing number of 
beats 

4. Understand simple 
time signatures and 
counting beats. 

 

How do we translate 
written notation into 
musical performance? 
1. Develop basic 

performance skills 
on keyboard. 

2. Understand treble 
clef is play with the 
right hand. 

3. Understand bass 
clef is played with 
the left hand. 

4. Learn the order of 
pitches on the 
keyboard 

5. Understand the 
importance of 
“middle c”. 

What are musical 
elements? 
1. Identify the 8 key 

musical elements. 
2. Recognise the 

symbols used to 
indicate each 
element. 

3. Perform music 
accurately including 
the different 
elements. 

4. Understand some 
Italian words and 
phrases used to 
describe the 
elements. 

How do we combine 
musical elements and 
notation to create a 
successful composition? 
1. Recall each of the 8 

musical elements. 
2. Revise pitch and 

notation connected 
to elements. 

3. Apply 
understanding of 
notation and 
elements to melodic 
composition. 

4. Use notation to 
write a 12 bar 
melody. 

5. Perform composed 
melody. 

What are the three 
defining periods of 
Western Classical 
Music? 
1. Understand key 

features of Baroque 
music. 

2. Understand key 
features of Classical 
music. 

3. Understand key 
features of 
Romantic music. 

4. Identify key 
composers from 
each time period. 

5. Perform music from 
the Western 
Classical Tradition. 

What is a musical 
genre? 
1. Identify the 

characteristic of 
some significant 
musical styles. 

2. Understand how 
culture and society 
influenced music 
development. 

3. Identify key 
musicians from 
popular music 
history. 

4. Perform music from 
different popular 
genre of music. 

Vocabulary 
(max 10) 
 
Please log 
into MAPPER 
to support 
your child to 
learn these 
words 

Bass Clef 
Crotchet 
Minim 
Notation 
Pitch 
Quaver 
Semibreve 
Semiquaver 

Stave 

Treble Clef 

Accompaniment 

Bar lines 
Bars 
Beat 
Flat 
Melody 
Natural 
Rest 
Sharp 
Time Signature 

Articulation 
Dynamics  
Harmony  
Major 
Minor 

Rhythm  
Structure 
Tempo 
Texture  
Timbre 

Beats Per Minute (BPM) 
Compose 

Crescendo 
Diminuendo 
Forte 
Homophonic 
Monophonic 
Phrase 
Piano 
Polyphonic 

Bach 
Baroque 
Beethoven 
Classical 
Concerto 
Mozart 
Opera 
Romantic 
Symphony 
Tchaikovsky 

Blues 
Chorus 
Genre 
Intro 
Jazz 
Musical Theatre 
Outro 

Popular 
Rock n Roll 
Verse 

Catholic Link The Common Good Community and Participation Dignity and Solidarity 

Careers Link Composer 
Performer  

Composer 
Performer 

Music Historian 
Education 

Ways to enrich the year 7 curriculum at home…(max 3) 

• As a family listen to each other’s favourite song or piece of music. What makes it a good piece of music in your opinion? 



• Enjoy playing Rhythm Imposters in lesson time? Follow this link to play it at home!  

• Watch the Theory Rocks videos on the foundations of music. Create flash cards based on the videos to quiz your family and friends! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLTfk6KALFxZNZ-S3uULEnE2D2Wn4-NKbz
https://www.youtube.com/@BUZZKEILTheory

