
 Year 13 English Literature 

Autumn Term 1 – Sense 
and Sensibility 

Autumn Term 2 -  Spring Term 1- Tess of the 
D'Urbervilles 

Spring Term 2 - Women in 
Literature: Unseen 

Summer Term 2 - Synoptic 
unit (prepare for exams) 

Summer Term 2 - Synoptic 
unit (prepare for exams) 

BIG Q 
Content 
(max 5) 
 
Please log into 
SENECA to 
support 
learning. 
 
. 

How do characters 
respond to society’s 
expectations?  
1. Understand how Austen 
reflects 18th-century 
social norms, particularly 
gender roles and 
marriage. 
2.Explore links between 
power, identity, and 
freedom within the novel. 
3.Develop clear, personal 
interpretations. 
4.Use relevant 
terminology and accurate 
expression. 
5.Consider different 
readings of Marianne and 
Elinor.  

How do Owen and 
Sherriff present the 
realities of war and 
challenge ideas of 
heroism? 
1.Analyse and comment 
on Owen’s imagery and 
disrupted form vs. 
Sherriff’s realistic dialogue 
and setting both expose 
war’s brutality. 
2. Explore how both 
writers reflect WWI 
disillusionment and the 
psychological impact of 
trench warfare. 
3. Develop and engage 
with critical readings. 

How does context shape 
Hardy’s themes? 
1. Understand how Hardy 
reflects 19th-century 
social norms, particularly 
gender roles and 
marriage. 
2.Explore links between 
power, identity, and 
freedom within the novel.  
3.Develop clear, personal 
interpretations. 
4.Use relevant 
terminology and accurate 
expression. 
5.Consider different 
critical readings of Tess’s 
actions.  

How do writers present 
women’s experiences 
through context, 
meaning, and literary 
interpretation? 
1.Analyse how writers use 
structure, form, and 
language in an extract.  
2.Develop informed, 
personal, and creative 
interpretations. 
3.Explore and evaluate a 
range of extracts.  
4. Consider how responses 
to women have changed 
over time. 
5. How is this represented 
in literature? 

Hamlet Part A: How does 
Shakespeare use language 
and dramatic effects to 
shape meaning? 
 
Hamlet Part B: How do the 
issues in various extracts 
relate to the play as a 
whole? 

Ibsen/Rossetti 
Comparison: How do 
Ibsen and Rossetti 
present gender, power, 
and context, and how can 
these be compared? 

Close Reading: How does 
language and form shape 
meaning in an extract?  
 
Critical Interpretations: 
How can different 
readings and contexts 
influence our 
understanding of the 
texts? 
 

Vocabulary 
(max 10) 
 
 

1. Realist Novel                                                         
2. Regency                                                                           
3. Landed gentry                                                               
4. Satire                                                                          
5. Classicism                                                                    
6. Romanticism                                                             
7. Epistolary                                                                   
8. Didactic                                                                                                                           

1.Propaganda                                                                                                       
2.Conflict                                                                                                                        
3.Realism                                                                                                                    
4.Naturalism                                                                                                                                                                                                  
5. PTSD                                                                                                                          
6. Exposure                                                                                                                     
7.Psychosis     
8. octave 
9.quatrain 
10. Poetic terminology: 
sonnet, octave. quatrain, 
stanza, volta, sestet 

1. Symbolism                                                                 
2. Tragedy                                                                                                  
3. Melodrama                                                                 
4. Fallen Woman                                                         
5. Bildungsroman                                                          
6. Dialect                                                                             
7. Omniscient 

Narrator                                                 
8. Morality                                                                     
9. Darwinism                                                                   
10. Biblical Allusions                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

1.Modal  
2.Auxiliary                                        
3.Word Classes                                                     
4.Flashback      
5.Flashforward                               
6.Chronological 
7.Non-chronological                   
8.Semantic field 

1. Suffragette                                                                          
2.Pre-Raphaelite 
Brotherhood                                                          
3.High Anglican Church                                                                   
4.Fallen Woman                                                                              
5.Literary Criticism 
6. biographical 
7.historical 
8.psychological 
9.sociological                                                      
10. Poetic terminology: 
sonnet, octave. quatrain, 
stanza, volta, sestet. 

1. Modal  
2. Auxiliary                                        
3. Connotation                                                           
4. Idiolect                                                                         
5. Gender                                                          
6. Stereotype                                                               
7. Language                                                                        
8. Form                                                                    
9. Structure                                                             
10. Narrative Perspective                                                             
11. Simile  
 

Catholic Link Explore how Austen 
explores conscience and 
moral responsibility. 

Consider how writers 
explore human dignity and 
suffering. 

How does Hardy critique 
‘sin’? 

What role does ‘faith’ play 
for female characters? 

Do writers Challenge 

injustice and promote 

equality? 

How do writers explore he 

importance of love, 

sacrifice, and selflessness? 

Careers Link Actor/theatre work Lawyer (analysis skills) Literary critic/writer Teacher/lecturer Copywriter or content 
write 

Publisher/editor 
 

Ways to enrich Year 13 Literature study at home: Annotate a key passage and link methods to exam arguments OR read/watch a critic; briefly evaluate its usefulness (AO5) OR compare two 
interpretations and turn them into a short exam-style paragraph 



 


