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Dear Parent/Carer, 

Yesterday was the first Sunday of Advent, the beginning of a new Church year, and the return to good 
news.  The first candle has been lit on our advent wreath, symbolising hope. 

Hope is certainly something we need in these challenging times.  You may have seen over the weekend 
that the Government have changed their guidance regarding Covid measures.  Following this, I received 
an email from the Department for Education stating that they are introducing new measures, in 
response to the identification of the Omicron variant of COVID-19 in the UK, for all schools.  

This means that from Tuesday 30th November face coverings should be worn in communal areas 
by staff, visitors and pupils, unless they are exempt. 

It is also vital that students continue to complete their lateral tests twice a week.  In addition, the 
government have advised that schools will test students, using Lateral Flow Tests (LFTs), on their 
return to school in January.  I will send further details out regarding this closer to the time. 

I would ask for your support in these matters as it is important that we all continue to work together 
in order to support with the measures to tackle Covid.  We will continue to follow the guidance given 
and will of course keep you updated when we receive further updates. 

Our school chaplain, Father David, led two beautiful reconciliation services last week in preparation for 
Advent, as well as his weekly mass on Friday.  Students were engaged and respectful throughout those 
services and took much comfort and hope from them. 

I will be sending our newsletter before the end of term, however I wanted to take this opportunity to 

share just a couple of our sporting successes.  Both the U14 and U15 boys’ football teams have 

progressed to the quarter finals of the County Cup.  This is a brilliant achievement and I look forward 

to updating you with their progress in the later rounds.  In another field, our students took part in a 

competitive chess tournament last week.  This is the first time for a number of years that we have had 

competitive chess in school and is indicative of the wide ranging, and ever increasing, enrichment 

opportunities available for students. 

I wish Year 13 students good luck with their mock examinations this week and will update you next 

week with arrangements for the last week of term. 

Many thanks for your continued support.   

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Mr M Rayner 
Headteacher  
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