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Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Since March the world has faced unprecedented challenges.  I am proud of the way our school community has 
worked together during these immense challenges and the progress we have made. 

Since September much work in school has been completed to support students in their learning and to catch up 

any missed learning whilst supporting home learning where possible.  In addition, there has been much work 

completed with identified students who require additional pastoral, behaviour, mental health or mentoring 
support. 

However, in the last few weeks we have seen a significant rise in defiance rather than compliance from our 

students in school.  While we understand that fatigue during a long term, uncertainty regarding the pandemic, 

and a range of other factors can all contribute to out-of-character decisions and behaviours, a school cannot 
operate if simple instructions are met with a demand for negotiation or sheer defiance.  Staff are here to uphold 

the rules of the academy, as set by Directors and Governors.  For example, rules on uniform and mobile phones 
are clear to all stakeholders: mobile phones seen in school during the school day will be confiscated; there is no 
negotiation between student and adult. 

We need to work together more than ever.  However, in order to do so, students must meet instructions from 

adults at the first time of asking, every time.  Our academy cannot operate any differently to the wider society 
and it is only through cooperation and respect that we can uphold the standards that we know you both support 

and expect.  Students have many channels to discuss their worries and concerns, which I encourage them to 

use.  Similarly, parents/carers should contact the form tutor, head of year or student support in the first instance, 
if you have any concerns.  It is important that we maintain a dialogue with home despite the restrictions on the 

number of visitors on site, just as it is important that we maintain consistency in our standards to provide 
reassurance and familiarity during uncertain times. 

From today I have instructed any member of staff faced with defiance or refusal to simply say “Are you refusing 
a reasonable request to follow a school rule?” If the student continues to exhibit defiance they will be placed 
within our Fixed Term Inclusion provision and parents/carers will be contacted. 

I appreciate that the vast majority of students comply with all our school rules and work with us as a team to 

ensure the best for themselves, however I expect this to be all students. 
 

Should you have any questions at all please do not hesitate to contact school via email or the main school office.  
I thank you for your support during these times. 

 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

 
Mr M Rayner 

Headteacher  
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