
 1 

  

Prospective Parents  

Evening 
 

September 2020 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This newsletter has been put together to give you an overview of 
just some of the things we get up to at St Thomas More Catholic     
Academy.  More can be found on the school website and social 
media platforms.  If you have any questions with regards to the 

admissions process, please email aevans@stmca.org.uk 
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Lourdes 2019 
Unforgettable Lourdes 

At 1:30am on Saturday 25th May, two members of staff 
and six students met at school, a little 

bleary-eyed, but ready for the week ahead! Some knew 
what to expect, having experienced this pilgrimage      
before, but for others, it was brand new. For everyone 
however, the memories from this special trip would     
certainly be unique and extraordinary. 

 

A mini bus journey to Stanstead airport was full of       
excitement and trepidation, but before we knew it we 

were on the plane and on our way to Lourdes! We arrived 
at the hotel before lunchtime and explored the area      
before the pilgrimage officially began on the Sunday. 

 

Our first duty was to welcome all schools in the Diocese to 
the introductory Mass, then later on we observed the torchlight procession at the heart of 
Domain, which was magical. Seeing hundreds of people come together in faith and unity 
clutching candles, representing their love and commitment was incredible. 

 

Other duties throughout the week included leading Grace at the Accueil (this is a hospital 
based in the Domain, near to the churches. People who are unwell stay there and are 
cared for by volunteers). We also led night prayer, read in Mass (in front of hundreds of 
people!), carried banners that represent the Diocese and St Thomas More, and          
participated in the night procession. All students carried out their roles diligently and    
respectfully. They were truly fantastic ambassadors for St Thomas More! 

 

Other highlights of the week included a trip to Giovanni, a wonderful mountainous town, 
a concert led by Jo Boyce, an evening of fun, music and togetherness. We also led our 
own evening prayer at the Grotto, where we lit candles for our loved ones and our St 
Thomas More community. Again, the students were a 

credit to the school and demonstrated such love and 
respect. 

 

Lourdes – a place where back in 1858 miracles    
happened and a young girl named Bernadette saw 
Our Lady, the Virgin Mary. In 2019 we have seen for 
ourselves that it is still a miraculous and special 
place. It is a place of fun, laughter and fervent faith. 
I look forward to spending more pilgrimages with our students in the future! 
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Year 7 Bushcraft 
On the 6th and 7th May 2019, 68 year 7 pupils and 4 members 
of staff travelled into the Cheshire countryside to spend a night 
in the woods. The BushCraft company provided a fantastic   
opportunity for our pupils to gain an appreciation of their     

environment, solve problems and 
work as a team. Some of them even 
served the food and did the      
dishes...we did encourage them to 
take this skill back home with them. 

 

Without the distraction of phones, social media and fortnite it 
was wonderful to see our students interacting so positively 

with each other and laughing non-stop! We played hide and seek in the woods, built 
shelters and made traps- which caught a few of the teachers. 

It was an unforgettable couple of days and something we will certainly do again. 

Year 7 Dragons Den 
The YMCA came into St Thomas More Catholic Academy to promote the City Youth     
Ambassador Network back in March of this year. The presentation 
and opportunity to make a difference in the community really 
hooked some of our pupils and 12 pupils embarked on their    
leadership journey. The pupils were given £150 to create and run 
a social action project of their choice. As a group they decided to 
campaign for animal rights and raise awareness of animal cruelty 
and the effect humans have had on the natural habitats of wildlife. 
The pupils presented their project to staff members at the YMCA, a 
teacher panel at STMCA and finally 5 pupils were chosen by the 
group to represent them at the Dragon's Den held at the Mitchell 
Arts Centre. Our pupils were amazing and secured their place in 
the next round. As a result of 12 hours of leadership training deliv-
ered by the YMCA, the NCS and Wavemaker was offered to our pupils. From July the pu-
pils had the chance to put themselves forward as individual candidates for election. 

Success in this round would come from an individual presentation in front of other      
candidates, members of staff and a representative from the Department for Education. 
All of the pupils presented with confidence and passion and I am pleased to report that 3 
of our pupils were chosen to make up the 12 successful elected members of the City 
Youth Ambassador programme. 

This programme was offered to all year 7 pupils across the city and to have our pupils 
making up a quarter of the elected members is an achievement we are extremely proud 
of. 

A huge well done to Liane, Lenna and Kaitlyn who have been elected. 
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 Arts on Angels 

All students at St Thomas More Catholic Academy have access to watch a performance every    
Friday break time at the Amphitheatre on Angels’ Walkway in a new initiative called 'Arts On    
Angels'. This has proved very popular with staff and students, and the Amphitheatre is packed 
weekly with a large and supportive audience! 

Students across all years of the Academy can sign up to perform in front of their peers. The Art, 
Performing Arts and English departments collaborate to drive the performance of Arts including 
music, instrumental, singing, drama, dance, poetry and literature recital. 
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City Youth Ambassadors 

 

Last year the YMCA came into St Thomas More 
Catholic Academy to launch the City Youth          
Ambassador Network. This is a programme which 
aimed to highlight the voices of young people in 
Stoke-on-Trent and give them the training and   
support to make a change in their local community. 
We had a team of students who ran a project to 
campaign for the rights of animals and warn against 
cruelty towards them. Our students had to present 
their project to local leaders and were chosen as one 
of 4 schools in the city to receive 4 weeks of       
leadership training. From this exciting opportunity 
and excellent provision the students gained from a 
number of local agencies they prepared to stand as 
individual candidates in a student election. The    
pupils were in a pool of 30 potential candidates with 
12 being selected. We had 3 pupils who were     
successful and as a result have formed part of the 
youth council representing the young people of 
Stoke-on-Trent. 

 

Leanna Chatteron, Liane Arevelo and Kaitlin O'Reilly-
Smith have been outstanding ambassadors for our 
school and young people. They have appeared on 
BBC breakfast, had a trip to Oxbridge, and attended 
evenings with the mayor and local MPs. An         
unforgettable experience which has only just begun. 
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2018—KMF Robot Wars Winners  

STEM based careers are important in this    
modern economy, from sports equipment, 
transport and the medical industry. 
Through this competition students are   
given the opportunity to boost the skills 
needed to thrive in this modern sector of 
work. This year’s ‘Young Engineer of the 
Year’ has been an exciting, fast paced 
competition that has tested students to 
create and develop their own fighting   
robot for a ‘Robot Wars’ style challenge. 
The competition has included team based 
tasks, presentations from the students, 
and of course the battles where each 
group has had the opportunity to assess 
the capabilities of their work. The students involved with ‘Young Engineers of the Year’ have 
built working relationships with students and companies in a professional way. The competition 

involves hard work from many companies, 
including KMF who run and organise this 
competition every year, and Michelin who 
have been our school sponsors for the 
last two years, giving practical assistance, 
advice and support to all pupils involved 
throughout. ‘Robo Challenge’ the        
company that supervised all technical   
aspects of the battles and robot testing, 
are the company that produces the house 
robots for the BBC’s television programme 
Robot Wars. Students were given the  
opportunity back in October to sign up 
and start building their randomly selected 
robot kit. Over the next few months     
students worked tirelessly after school to 

build, test and then develop their kit into a personalised and efficient machine. The original 
two teams, ‘The Destroyers’ and ‘Circuit Breakerz’ worked alongside our school sponsors    
Michelin every week to complete their entry. 
Both teams were put through their paces at 
the semi-finals, with ‘The Destroyers’ coming 
in 8 th place and ‘Circuit Breakerz’ winning 
the semi-final tournament overall against 
over 30 other school teams. The new and 
improved robot for Circuit Breakerz went on 
to win the Robot battle at the final at New-
castle Under Lyme College.  
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BBC Radio Stoke ‘Top of the Pots’ 

During September, the Art Department were contacted by the BBC, as a part 
of their focus on Stoke-on-Trent.  We were asked if we taught ceramics and 
had a working kiln as a part of our curriculum.  We were in fact one of only a 
few schools in Stoke-on-Trent that they found still had the  facilities for using 
and firing clay in the school.  Both Mrs Crawford and Mrs Jones have degrees 
in ceramics as their subject specialism.  It is an integral part of the Art      
curriculum at St Thomas More Catholic Academy and we ensure that       
students have knowledge and understanding of the ceramics techniques and 
processes, along with an understanding of our local heritage and history. 

We were invited to be the venue for BBC Radio Stoke’s Top of the Pots 
show, hosted by Den Siegertsz and Paula White, part of the Perry Spiller show. 

On the day, students from Year 7 and Year 10 Art classes were taught by Mrs 
Jones and Mrs Barker about texture, pattern and how it can be created through 
clay techniques and processes.  A reporter from the BBC came in to interview 
students and staff, making a video report of the day’s activities.  This is linked 
to our Facebook page.   

Students from 8DB created a series of clay pots that needed to be difficult to 
stack, ready for the quiz game to commence.  The competitors were Miss    
Nuttall and Mr Harvey.  It was a fierce competition.  With each question asked, 
a pot was added to the competitors stack. The loser would be the person whose 

pot tower toppled first.  Sadly, Miss Nuttall’s stack fell first, Mr Harvey was delighted to be the 
winner! 

 

Sixth Form 
A huge well done to Head Girl, Roshni Haque, who has won the national Career Ready Logistics 
Student of the Year Award. 

Roshni was shortlisted for a national award after Virgin Trains 
were impressed with her first-class skills on an  internship.  The 18 
year old completed the four-week  placement at Crewe rail station 
as part of a prestigious programme with education charity Career 
Ready.  She was tasked with assisting disabled train passengers on 
the platforms and also helped at an information kiosk. 

Roshni did so well that she 
has now gone on to land 
part-time work at the    

station. Roshni is one of 14 students from the sixth form 
to ‘graduate’ from the  careers programme this month. 
They have all completed a year-long, intensive series of 
activities to help prepare them for work. 

As well as completing an internship or work placement, 
each student has had a business mentor, gone on visits to a variety of companies, and attended 
master classes 

https://www.stokesentinel.co.uk/all-about/virgin-trains
https://www.stokesentinel.co.uk/all-about/crewe
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Prize Evening July 2019 
On Monday 15th July, we had the pleasure 
of welcoming nominated students and their 
families to the Tony Waddington Suite at 
Stoke City Football Club to celebrate this 
year’s nominations for the end of year 
awards. It was wonderful to see so many 
nominations and to celebrate the success of 
all the award winners. With guest speaker 
Carol Shanahan, it was an inspiring event 
which truly shone a light on how students at 
St Thomas More Catholic Academy really do 
‘Aspire to be More’.  

 

Award Winners 

 

Headteachers Award - Megan Baker 
 

Contribution To School Life Award - Betiel Aregay 
  

Charity Fundraising Award - John Henry  
 

Exceptional Progress Award– Evie Pointon  
 

Exceptional Effort Award - William Hallam 
 

Contribution to the Spiritual Life of School Award - 

Molly-Anne Cooper 
 

Year 12 Sustained Effort and Progress Award – Isha 
Farooq 
 

Contribution to Sixth Form Life Award – Joshua Keeble 
 

Year 12 Contribution to the Spiritual Life of School 
Award – Daniel Poppinger 
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2018 Head Boy Khurram’s Parliament 

Visit 

Our Head Boy, Khurram Ishfaq, has given a talk in Parliament 
after being picked to help champion a national campaign 
about speaking skills. Mr Rayner and Khurram and Zoheb   
Ishfaq  travelled to London in April, and Khurram got to share 
his ideas with MPs, education leaders, communication        
specialists and children’s minister Nadim Zahawi.  Khurram 
talked about his experiences growing up in Stoke-on-Trent and 
some of the  barriers that young people need to overcome   
before attending university. He spoke about the support he 
has received at St Thomas More including a Teach First    
mentor, a residential trip to Cambridge, organised work      
experience and support throughout the UCAS application    
process. Khurram is planning to read Physiotherapy at Keele 
University in September. 

He was invited to the event in Parliament after the  English 
Speaking Board recently heard him give a talk at the launch of 
Stoke-on-Trent’s Opportunity Area programme held at St 
Thomas More Catholic Academy. 

Khurram was one of several young people from all over the     
country to share their experiences in front of the MPs at the event. 

The politicians included former teacher Emma  Hardy, who        
organised the session in partnership with the English Speaking   
Union. She’s now hoping to set up a cross-party Parliamentary 
group to help raise the profile of Oracy work in schools.  

All at St Thomas More Catholic Academy would like to congratulate 
Khurram on a brilliant speech and delivery. 

“With speaking, it’s about being confident,     
coherent and clear. It’s about how you put 

your point across.”  

“Although I’ve given speeches before, it was 
a bigger audience in Parliament. The best 
was getting to meet everyone else. There 

were so many MPs.” 
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SASCAL Youth Speaking Competition 

Our students are offered the chance to take part in the SASCAL Youth Speaking       
Competition which is held at Stoke Sixth Form College every year. This year, three of our 
fantastic Year 8    students, Liane Arevalo, Katelyn O’Reilly Smith and Leanna Chatterton 
competed with their chosen topic of ‘The Effects of Social Media on the Younger        
Generation’. The students have been rehearsing every Friday after school and have   
managed to write, memorise and produce their six minute speech in front of six other 

schools from Stoke on Trent. The three students were       
wonderful and the judges were blown away by their 
maturity, professionalism and clear delivery of their 
chosen subject matter. This excellent hard work has led 
to St Thomas More successfully winning a place at the 
finals in January.  We are extremely proud of our     
students and can’t wait to start preparing for the final!  

During the finals, the students were wonderful and the judges were blown away by their 
maturity, enthusiasm and passion for their chosen subject matter. Liane Arevalo, Katelyn 
O’Reilly Smith and Leanna Chatterton wrote and delivered their new and improved 
speech: ‘Social Media and The Technology Boom’. In their speech, they discussed the 
positives and negatives of technology and how we can use social media to its potential, 
while ensuring it doesn't negatively impact our family lives and relationships.  

Through their fantastic delivery and hard work our students managed to secure 2nd place 
in the final. This is a very impressive success and we are already excited to prepare for 
next year. Well done to everyone involved 

 

Young Person of the Year 
A huge well done to Mckenzie who achieved St John’s Ambulance 
Young Person of the Year! Young people aged 10-17 can join one 
of our Cadet units, which operate across England. Units meet once 
a week. 

Life saving skills are at the heart of our Cadet programme. There is 
also the opportunity to use these first aid skills by supporting our 
adult volunteers at events. 

Some Cadets work towards their Grand Prior's Award. As part of 
the Award, you'll be able to take part in a wide range of activities. 

‘Being a St John Ambulance Cadet has made me more confident and taught me that, no 
matter what, if I put my mind to something I can achieve it. It has allowed me to       
become a young woman who is ready to try anything and who wants to succeed.’ 

 

 

http://www.sja.org.uk/sja/young-people/cadets/the-cadet-programme.aspx
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 Performing Arts 

 

Back in January, performing arts students were given the opportunity to go to London 
and experience a workshop at Pineapple 
Dance Studios, watch a West End Perfor-
mance of Matilda, go to The London Dun-
geons and visit some of London’s famous 
landmarks. 

Students stopped in central London for 2 
nights and experienced these events with 
Ms. Milan and Mr Bruus, with help from a 

London Theatre Tour Guide.  

The first day consisted of students visiting Trafalgar Square, 
followed by visiting some of the impressive pieces of artwork 
at the National Portrait Gallery.  

Students visited The Tate Modern and Shakespeare’s Globe 
on the second day before they took part in a practical    
workshop at Pineapple Studios with a recent ex member of 
the cast of Matilda, re-staging part of a routine from the  

musical.  Students then got to watch the Matilda performance at 
the Cambridge Theatre and witness the routine that they had 
practised. 

On the last day students got to 
experience the London Dungeons 
Tour which brings together an 
amazing cast of theatrical actors, 

special effects, stages, scenes and rides.  

One student in Year 11 told us that they had always wanted 
to watch a west end show and this was their first time 
watching one. They enjoyed everything about the show. 

Students also mentioned how they enjoyed spending the evening in a different city with 
their friends and enjoyed the cultural sites that they got to see. 

 

Extra Curricular Activities in Performing Arts 

There are lots of extra curricular activities available in performing arts, from being part of 
the choir, drama club and even opportunities to help behind the scenes.   
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David Campbell Soccer School 
We welcomed David Campbell Soccer School to St Thomas More Catholic Academy Sixth 
Form back in September 2019. This Football Industry with Coaching course is open to 
males and females ages 16 -19 and will offer a Level 3 
qualification in Sports Coaching alongside work         
placements. David Campbell Soccer brings first class     
football experiences to students training for a career in the 
industry, to managing top football talent. Due to our     
academic performance and excellent facilities, including 
use of our 3G pitch, St Thomas More Catholic Academy are 
the only host school of the David Campbell Soccer School 
outside of Merseyside. 

David Campbell educational courses were set up in 2003.Their expertise has enabled 
them to offer the highest quality qualifications for those wanting to consider a career in 
the business of football and the wider sports industry. The David Campbell course is   
officially recognised as delivering the ‘best course of its type in the UK’. 

Becoming a David Campbell Soccer School student offers more than just a course, it   
offers a very real opportunity to move directly into employment in the UK or abroad. 
Some students enjoy apprenticeships immediately at the end of the course, followed by a    
permanent career in the football or sports industry. It boasts a 100% success for jobs 
and for the last 6 years every student that applied for a professional international job 
contract has been successful. 

A highlight of the course ran by David Campbell Soccer School is the European learning. 
Securing Erasmus funding has enabled them to take many students on an annual        
residential, fully-funded learning experience to help them consider wider career          
opportunities, including outside the UK. Students enjoy 5* facilities used by Premier 
League Clubs and international teams. The David Campbell Soccer School have now    
secured €118,000 and St Thomas More students who are successful on the course will be 
partaking in a European trip to Portugal in June next academic year. This cost of the trip 
is worth over £3000 per student. 

The unique vocational-style course provides an industry recognised Level 3 qualification 
which also attracts UCAS points for those wishing to progress to University and can be 
taken alongside other qualifications at St Thomas More Catholic Academy, including A 
Levels. 

As a David Campbell Soccer School student, students will be part of our Sixth Form    
community. Along with providing a wider curriculum offer, we will provide students with 
excellent pastoral care grounded in the values of faith, excellence and respect preparing 
students for their next stage in education, training or employment. 
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Other News 

 

Year 6 Mathematics Challenge 

Our Year 6 MAC primary school students partici-
pated in the half-termly Mathematics challenge 
session on the 13th March 2019 at St Thomas 
More Catholic Academy hosted by Miss Morton 
and the Year 10 Super 7. The challenge day saw 
40 students developing their fluency and mastery 
in calculating the area of shapes through a varie-
ty of tasks. Tasks included working out the area 
of individual shapes within flags, problem solving 
tasks and an exam relay.  The winning team from 
St Gregory’s included Molly, Marion, Aleksandra and Eva. Staff commented that the day 
“promoted challenge and raised expectations in Mathematics”. 

 

Parents Evening  

We have launched the set up of childcare facilities during 
parents evening, provided by the students currently 
studying health and social care.  We are so pleased with 
all the feedback we have received that we are looking to 
continue this further. 

 

White Water Writers 

‘You can make anything by writing’ C S Lewis  

We have our own budding writers at St Thomas More! A 
group of Year 9 and 10 students were given the opportuni-
ty to collaboratively plan, write and edit a book, all in the 
space of one week.  

On the 3rd March, Richard Seymour, the project organiser, 
joined us for a book launch where the students were 
presented with a copy of their published book. 

We are extremely proud of our students’ achievement 
and also with their professional conduct throughout 
the experience. They demonstrated resilience, com-
mitment and a fantastic work ethic. They really epito-
mise our motto: Aspire to be more!  

This is the link to purchase their book:  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B0848RB8M6/
ref=cm_sw_r_cp_api_i_TqjFEbM039RVV 
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History Educational Visit 

 

During the curtailed Spring Term GCSE History students fitted in a workshop at the Sale 
Arts Centre Manchester (27th Jan) based around their 
study of Hitler and Nazi Germany. The workshop in-
cluded a simulated “Hitler on Trial” performance by 
School History Scene. Slightly worryingly, STMCA     
decided by a narrow majority to acquit Adolf of the 
crime of starting World War Two.!! 

In addition, students attended an overnight visit to 
London (26th-27th Feb) to enrich their GCSE learning. 
We stayed on board HMS Belfast, attended a Jack the 
Ripper walk, watched a performance of the West End 
musical “Everybody’s Talking About Jamie” and visited 
the London Dungeons and Covent Garden. 

 An exhausting but memorable experience was had by all! 

The History Department would like the thank the attendees on both trips for their bound-
less enthusiasm and impeccable behaviour on both visits and indeed for being a marvel-
lous Y11 cohort in general. 

 

Combined Health 

Several directors, executives and strategic leads from 
North Staffordshire Combined Health attended Y8&9 as-
sembly this morning to launch the new online portal, 
Combined Mind, to our students.  This is a website that 
STM students have helped to create, and offers advice, 
information and guidance for young people regarding 
mental health and wellbeing.   
 
This is a fantastic new online portal that helps our young 
people nationally to access support and advice which em-
powers them and supports them through a range of top-
ics and issues.   

 
A group of 25 students also attended a pilot session to ex-
plore and trial the portal in much more detail; their feed-
back and comments were invaluable in helping our visitors 
to quality assure the portal.  They commented on how artic-
ulate, mature and considered our students were in discuss-
ing the information, resources and design of the portal. 
 
Any young person or parent/career can access the website 
using combinedwellbeing.org.uk 
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County Champion 

 

Congratulations to Tom Norcop who won his long jump 
event at the County championships with a jump of 6.33m 
and has now qualified to represent Staffordshire at the 
English National schools competition. Thomas is a       
dedicated student who shows determination in all areas of 
his studies. We are all really proud of your achievements 
so far and can’t wait to see you represent the County. 

 

 

 

The School Physicist of the Year Award 

2019 
The Ogden Trust organise a series of awards ceremonies around the country for Year 10 

pupils making exceptional progress in Physics. This year our    
regional event took place at Keele University on the evening of 
Friday 12th July. The events celebrate and reward the winning 
students – a certificate and book token is presented to each   
winner. The events also offer a taste of university physics with 
undergraduates on-hand to talk to the winning students; they 
often include an evening of hands-on science demonstrations and 
a lecture.  This year the event included; 

- Solar Observing at the Space Observatory, Mystery Physics 

Challenge and the awards presentation. 

 

One of our pupils, Caitlin McDonagh, was a major prize winner on the evening, attending 
with her proud family. Caitlin deserves her success for the manner in which she has         
approached her studies in physics and the exceptional progress made over the past two 
years. We at STMCA offer her our congratulations on this tremendous achievement. 
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The application deadline for Year 7 September 
2021 is Saturday 31st October 

Please see our admission arrangements for     
further information 

Information, including a virtual tour can be 
found at  

https://www.stmca.org.uk/admissions/ 

 

Stay up to date with all the latest news at        
St Thomas More on 

 

          @StThomasMoreCA           

 

                   https://www.facebook.com/
stthomasmoreca 

 

We look forward to welcoming you in  

September 2021 


