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Aspire to be More
First and foremost, I hope and pray that you are all still keeping safe and well. We
reach the end of a term like no other; we continue to pray for, and support each
other, at this challenging time.
Despite the severe challenges of the last fortnight, we should still remember the
wonderful achievements of our students this term. All of our students have worked
so hard in academic subjects, extra-curricular activities, competitions, sport and
music. I know in time they will be back showing their incredible talents but in the
meantime we reflect on all that has been achieved this term. This is a snapshot of
the many reasons why we are so proud of our students.
The work for the week after Easter has been uploaded to our website: https://
www.stmca.org.uk/key-information/closure-guidance/
In addition to this newsletter, weekly newsletters with key information and advice
have been sent to each year group. The Easter holidays are a great opportunity to
build cultural capital and learn different things, and so to support with this we have
uploaded some suggested tasks that you can do for free from home. I hope that
you can engage.
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May I take this final opportunity to wish you a happy and holy Easter, and to hope
and pray that you stay safe.
Yours sincerely
Mr M Rayner
Headteacher
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Closure Guidance
Each week, subject leaders will be adding a new list of suggested work for students to
reference too. This can be found on the school website. Select Key Information, then
select Closure Guidance. It is broken down for each year group as shown below.

Subject teachers can be contacted by email during this time if students have any
questions on the work they are completing.
During this time a lot of the school communication will be sent by email. If you have
recently changed your email or have not updated the school with an email address,
please email office@stmca.org.uk with the student’s name, and the admin will update the
system.
Pastoral Newsletters
Each week the Student Support team will be updating students with an individual
newsletter for each year group. These can be found in the relevant year section on the
website.
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SASCAL Success
SASCAL Youth Speaking Competition
Our students were offered the chance to take part in the SASCAL Youth Speaking
Competition at the end of last year, which was held at Stoke Sixth Form College. They did
an amazing job and managed to secure a place in the finals, which we were extremely
proud of.
During the finals, the students were wonderful and the judges were blown away by their
maturity, enthusiasm and passion for their chosen subject matter. Liane Arevalo, Katelyn
O’Reilly Smith and Leanna Chatterton wrote and delivered their new and improved
speech: ‘Social Media and The Technology Boom’. In their speech, they discussed the
positives and negatives of technology and how we can use social media to its potential,
while ensuring it doesn't negatively impact our family lives and relationships.

Through their fantastic delivery and hard work, our students managed to secure 2nd place
in the final. This is a very impressive success and we are already excited to prepare for
next year. Well done to everyone involved!

Outward Bound
12 Year 8 students took part in an exciting visit to the
extremely beautiful Aberdovey Outward Bound Centre
in Wales in March 2020 .
Despite threats of challenging weather at the start of
the week, the sun shone gloriously over the hills and
water. We even had to put on sun lotion!

Students completed challenging hiking activities to
reach the summit of Cadir Idris carrying very heavy
rucksacks, canoe trips and a night outdoors camping and singing around the campfire.
Well done to all the Year 8 students and Mrs Burton!

KMF
Students attended Keele University on an educational trip which enhanced our views on
the different topics at hand, and we wasted no time in getting started on activities as
soon as we arrived. The trip was very good at allowing us to further our knowledge. It
was good to mix with sociable people and we enjoyed the PowerPoint presentations and
advice from others. It was nice to see other people we had met from previous visits, and
we came away with a positive outlook of Keele as a university and thrived on all the
positive interactions we experienced.
Jarno and Corbin Y10
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Other News
Word for You Club
We had an enjoyable session of Word for You at lunch time, on St Patrick’s Day, where
we drew abstract images of God, listened to the day’s ‘Word for You’ teaching from our
local Christian radio station UCB, and also prayed. The students have created some
wonderful artwork to represent what they have been learning about.

Year 6 Mathematics Challenge
Our Year 6 MAC primary school students participated in the half-termly Mathematics
challenge session on the 13th March at St
Thomas More Catholic Academy, hosted by
Miss Morton and the Year 10 Super 7. The
challenge day saw 40 students developing
their fluency and mastery in calculating the
area of shapes through a variety of tasks.
Tasks included working out the area of
individual shapes within flags, problem solving
tasks and an exam relay. The winning team
from St Gregory’s included Molly, Marion, Aleksandra and Eva. Staff commented that the
day “promoted challenge and raised expectations in Mathematics”.
Parents Evening
This term we have seen the launch of childcare facilities during parents evening, provided
by the students currently studying health and social
care. We are so pleased with all the feedback we have
received that we are looking to continue this further.
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City Youth Ambassadors
City Youth Ambassador students from St Thomas More Catholic
Academy have been in London supporting a community meal at
the YMCA. They cooked Mac and Cheese and served to over
200 people; they also launched the local pantry at YMCANS.

English Update
Holocaust Speaker
On Wednesday 22nd January, just ahead of the 75th
anniversary of the liberation of the death camps, selected
students from years 9, 10 and 13 were privileged to receive a
talk from Henri Obstfeld who survived the Holocaust and the
Nazi occupation of his homeland, Amsterdam.
Henri told his story of the increasing restriction on the rights
of Jewish people and how he was called up to work in a
"labour camp" aged 2. His parents were able to place him into
hiding and he spent the later years of the Holocaust emerged
in a world of secrecy and subterfuge - which did not make sense to Henri until many
years later... During this time he was not allowed out or to play with other children.
Despite this, Henri showed tremendous tenacity and courage and was eventually
liberated from Harskamp in 1945; happily, he was able to reunite with his parents and
return to home.
After hearing his testimony, students had the opportunity to pose questions which
included "How did the Jewish community recover?" and "What is the legacy of the
Holocaust?"

At the end of the talk, Head Girl Aleena Vijee presented Henri with his very own Emma
Bridgewater mug (apt as this was Henri's first ever visit to Stoke-on-Trent), and delivered
a heartfelt vote of thanks saying "you have taken history off the page and brought it to
life for us." Many thanks to the Holocaust Educational Trust for facilitating this incredible
experience.
World Book Day
World Book Day was a roaring success this
year. Our Hive was transformed into a
carnival extravaganza, complete with its
very own Booky Bake Sale bake off tent,
our literacy ambassadors transformed into
medical practitioners and ran their very own
book clinic not to mention all the other
activities which took place across the
school. A huge thanks to our amazing staff who supported the initiative magnificently as
always and especially our school librarian Mrs Emberson who made sure the day was a
success!
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English Update
White Water Writers:
‘You can make anything by writing’ C S Lewis
We have our own budding writers at St Thomas More! A
group of Year 9 and 10 students were given the
opportunity to collaboratively plan, write and edit a book,
all in the space of one week.
On the 3rd March, Richard Seymour, the project organiser, joined us for a book launch
where the students were presented with a copy of their
published book.
We are extremely proud of our students’ achievement,
and also with their professional conduct throughout the
experience. They demonstrated resilience, commitment
and a fantastic work ethic. They really epitomise our
motto: Aspire to be More!
This is the link to purchase their book:
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B0848RB8M6/ref=cm_sw_r_cp_api_i_TqjFEbM039RVV

GCSEPOD
We are extremely proud to announce that we have launched
GCSEPod in school, an online programme designed to
accelerate students’ progress. The programme has clear and
proven evidence that it can improve students’ performance by
three grades.
We ran a weekly in-school competition amongst the Year 11
classes, where the English Department exposed their
competitive side, as teachers battled to have their classes at
the top of the leadership board. However, Miss L Beasley and
her two Year 11 classes monopolised this and remained in
either first or second place each week!
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Crest Club at STM
The CREST Club students have been busy making bathbombs, lipstick and lipgloss and
are progressing well.

They have improved the spinning bathbombs
and have perfected the lipstick recipes, by
observing the wax melting points and adjusting
the recipes accordingly to achieve the best
hardness.
We’ve also used an App to measure the colour accurately.

Maths Update
We had 39 students complete the Intermediate UK Maths Challenge, 16 of which
achieved a Bronze or Silver award. Parsa and Dominic
in year 11 both received a Gold award, meaning that
they qualified for the National Pink Kangaroo stage
and were joint best in school. Leila in year 10 was the
best in her year group.
Amazing efforts from all in an extremely challenging
competition!

Adrian Riley: Art Department
Here are some photos of the Longton Arches mural that was put together with artist
Adrian Riley and our students. The students worked collaboratively with Adrian and
learned lots of new techniques. This was an amazing opportunity for the students. Sadly
the grand opening has had to be postponed but the mural is there for all to see. We are
very proud of our students who participated and look forward to the grand official
opening celebration it at some point in the near future.
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History Educational Visit
During the curtailed Spring Term GCSE History students fitted in a workshop at the Sale
Arts Centre Manchester (27th Jan) based around their
study of Hitler and Nazi Germany. The workshop included
a simulated “Hitler on Trial” performance by School
History Scene. Slightly worryingly, STMCA decided by a
narrow majority to acquit Adolf of the crime of starting
World War Two.!!
In addition, students attended an overnight visit to
London (26th-27th Feb) to enrich their GCSE learning. We
stayed on board HMS Belfast, attended a Jack the Ripper
walk, watched a performance of the West End musical
“Everybody’s Talking About Jamie” and visited the London Dungeons and Covent Garden.
An exhausting but memorable experience was had by all!
The History Department would like to thank the attendees on both trips for their boundless enthusiasm and impeccable behaviour on both visits and indeed for being a
marvellous Y11 cohort in general.

Combined Health
Several directors, executives and strategic leads from North Staffordshire Combined
Health attended Y8&9 assembly to launch the new online portal, Combined Mind, to our
students. This is a website that STM students have helped to create, and offers advice,
information and guidance for young people regarding mental
health and wellbeing.
This is a fantastic new online portal that helps our young people nationally to access support and advice which empowers
them and supports them through a range of topics and issues.
A group of 25 students also attended a pilot session to explore
and trial the portal in much more detail; their feedback and
comments were invaluable in helping our visitors to quality assure the portal. They commented on how articulate, mature
and considered our students were in discussing the information, resources and design of
the portal.
Any young person or parent/career can access the website using
combinedwellbeing.org.uk

8

Sixth Form
Career Ready Graduation
Congratulations to our 11 Career Ready graduates who celebrated
the successful
completion of the Career Ready programme.
The programme culminated with a graduation ceremony after a
year of masterclasses, mentoring sessions, industry visits and
internships. We were joined by representatives from Career
Ready, mentors and guests from business and industry. Our
guest speaker Keith Nicholl from KMF Precision Sheet Metal
Limited and our MC for the evening, Gary Curzon from Mettler
Toledo Safeline, spoke highly of the way our students had engaged with the programme
and the progress they had made in becoming more work ready. The students themselves
talked about the growth in confidence and self belief
that was evident to see. All students took part in a
presentation ceremony with individual awards for
progress and engagement. It was a wonderful evening
to celebrate and recognise the hard work and success
of our students.

Fundraising
Throughout the season of Lent sixth form students have been raising money for their
chosen charity Toilet Twinning. This saw students coming together to have our own
Sixth Form cake sale. Our charitable endeavours didn’t end there. Students set up their
own Easter Egg raffle with some Cadbury favourites up for grabs and even though the
draw was brought forward, the students used their business acumen and sold lots of
tickets. The Sixth form made a positive start to fundraising with plenty more planned for
when college resumes including a football tournament.
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Sixth Form
David Campbell Soccer School
We are now into our second term
working with the David Campbell Soccer
School and our students continue to
thrive with many interested in
opportunities to coach in America which
are on the Horizon. The application
process for students beginning in September is now well underway and we look forward
to meeting our new cohort.
During the current school closuresm David Campbell Soccer School is offering a free of
charge access to a series of daily sports fun fitness sessions via a YouTube link. Parents
can access this through a one-off registration. Please
email kyle@davidcampbellsoccer.com for the access link.

To our Year 13 Students
On Friday 20th February, our time with you came to an early end. We have truly been
inspired by your maturity in coming to terms with these unprecedented times. You have
been part of our community for 7 years, and we have built memories that will last a life
time. We feel the disappointment that you feel, of you not able to prove yourself with
the final exams, but we know you would have been amazing due to all the hard work
that you have given to your studies and development. We are looking forward to seeing
you all in the near future and wish you all the best with your future endeavours.
If you need any help in discussing your next steps, please contact Mrs Bradbury, Mrs
Oakes or Mrs Knapper who will be able to help.
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Year 7 intake – September 2020
If you have received notification that your child
is coming to St Thomas More and received a
welcome card for your child, you are in our
system and we are aware that your child is due
to start with us.
Please bear with us at this time as we are all
working in very uncertain and difficult times,
and we ask that you refer to the school website
for further updates with regard to the
September start.
Please do take care, stay safe, and we look
forward to welcoming your son or daughter to
St Thomas More Catholic Academy in
September.
Kind Regards,
Mrs C Rowley and the transition team
St Thomas More Catholic Academy
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