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Aspire to be More

Dear Parents/Carers,

We are approaching the end of the Christmas term. After what has been an incredibly busy
and successful year for our school.
The last twelve months have seen our school continue to develop, with record and much
improved examination results, excellent destinations of our students, and a growing
enrichment and extracurricular activities programme. We held our school Prize Evening this
week; which offered a wonderful celebration of the achievements and academic success of
last year’s Upper Sixth and Year 11 students.
The event also allowed the chance to recall the stunning successes of individuals
throughout the year, including:
National Career Ready Logistics Student of the Year Roshni Haque (Y13)
KMF Young Engineer of the Year - Year 10 Overall Team Winners
Ogden Trust Physicist of the Year – Caitlin McDonagh (Y11)
St John’s Ambulance Young Person of the Year - McKenzie Foulkes (Y8)
Young Enterprise Honeycomb Bears Team won Staffordshire Young Enterprise Business
report
As a school we have continued to move forward, achieving Enterprise Hub Status as a
result of significant work on our careers, information and guidance programmes. Since
September, a SEND Review completed by the regional whole school SEND lead of Pupil
Premium review has been completed and the feedback from both reviews was
overwhelmingly positive. In September we also launched the David Campbell Soccer
School, with 14 students enrolled onto the course. Our school was also selected as a pilot
school for the Trailblazer launch (a national strategy for strengthening mental health
support for young people across the country) together with other initiatives on mental
health
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In September we returned to a three year KS3 with students having the opportunity to
learn the full range of national curriculum subjects and content up until the end of Year 9.
Options are now chosen towards the end of Year 9 in order to ensure that students
continue to access a broad and ambitious curriculum, with over 50% of our students
entered for the English baccalaureate; this is significantly above national and local
averages.
Our newsletter contains just a snapshot of all the different activities and opportunities that
occur within St Thomas More Catholic Academy. Further details can be found on our Twitter
feed, Facebook and our new website. There are 95 extra-curricular/enrichment clubs
running across the academy each week, including additionally this year:
- Extensive community use of new 3G and sports facilities
- New debating club who visited houses of parliament for debate with our MP

- 7 students are completing their Silver DofE Award for March 2020
- 27 students completed the nationally recognised Science CREST qualification
during the last academic year and have received their awards.
- 30 students are taking part in extracurricular creative arts workshops with
YMCA Go this year.
- 45 students took part in an Art programme led by the Mitchell Art Centre,
during the last academic year.
- Students perform each Friday break time to the school at “Arts on Angels”.
This is a wonderful celebration of the arts and the talents of our students
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(continued)
At present there is no opportunity for extra-curricular clubs at lunchtime due to the split
lunchtime. Howvever, from January we will be trialling one lunchtime for all students allowing
more opportunity for enrichment. Extra food serving facilities will be available from January as will
the hall for additional seating and space. There will be two sittings for lunch, but there will be no
change to the start/end of the day. Students will be made aware of the logistics of this through
assemblies.
I am also grateful to the parents who have committed to work on the parent forum. We would
welcome more parents to the group as it is a key forum in which to communicate and listen to our
parental body. The student council is also continuing to develop and as a result of their work,
changes have been made and will continue to be made in order to make the school more
sustainable, including through the increased recycling and use of recyclable materials.
Over the recent weeks, have been preparing for Christmas through Advent; last Tuesday we held
our Christmas Concert, which was a fantastic evening and the students' talents and effort shone
through. A visit to Wetley Rocks Care Home was carried out and Christmas gifts were distributed.
In addition, on the last day of term we are having a Christmas Jumper non-uniform day to raise
funds for the Lourdes pilgrimage in May and are donating items collected in forms to the Food
Bank.
The end of term sees Mrs Deaville leave the school. On behalf of us all at St Thomas More, I
thank her for her hard work and wish her well for the future. I would like to thank the governing
body for all their commitment this year and every year. Mr Rob Flello continues as Chair of the
governing body with John Parry continuing as Vice Chair. I would like to wish you all a happy and
holy Christmas.

Thank you for your continued support.
Mr M Rayner
Headteacher

A letter from Mr Wootton
Dear Parents,
You have probably heard by now that I am planning to retire from my role as Deputy Headteacher
at the end of the summer term. I have worked at our school since 1984 and as many of you
know I was a pupil before that in the 1970s when the school was known as Bishop Bright. After
such a long period of time in one place, it was not an easy decision to retire, but I hope you will
all agree that I can’t carry on forever and, with the school in a strong and stable position now is a
good time to step down. I still have some classes of students who are part way through their
courses and so I will not be leaving the school entirely but from September 2020 I will be teaching
on a part-time basis in order to see my classes through to the end of Upper Sixth. One of the
features of working at our school has been the strong support that I have always received from
parents. I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for that support. Although I will be
around the school on fewer occasions from the Autumn onwards, my commitment to our students
will be undiminished and I look forward to seeing some of you at future events such as parents’
evening.
Mr A Wootton
Deputy Headteacher
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City Youth Ambassadors
Last year the YMCA came into St Thomas More Catholic
Academy to launch the City Youth Ambassador Network.
This is a programme which aimed to highlight the voices
of young people in Stoke-on-Trent and give them the
training and support to make a change in their local
community. We had a team of students who ran a project
to campaign for the rights of animals and warn against
cruelty towards them. Our students had to present their
project to local leaders and were chosen as one of 4
schools in the city to receive 4 weeks of leadership
training. From this exciting opportunity and excellent
provision the students gained from a number of local
agencies they prepared to stand as individual candidates
in a student election. The pupils were in a pool of 30
potential candidates with 12 being selected. We had 3
pupils who were successful and as a result have formed
part of the youth council representing the young people
of Stoke-on-Trent.
Leanna Chatteron, Liane Arevelo and Kaitlin O'ReillySmith have been outstanding ambassadors for our school
and young people. They have appeared on BBC
breakfast, had a trip to Oxbridge, had evenings with the
mayor and local MPs. An unforgettable experience which
has only just begun.
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Arts on Angels
All students at St Thomas More Catholic Academy have access to watch a performance every
Friday break time at the Amphitheatre on Angels’ Walkway in a new initiative called 'Arts On
Angels'. This has proved very popular with staff and students, and the Amphitheatre is packed
weekly with a large and supportive audience!
Students across all years of the Academy can sign up to perform in front of their peers. The Art,
Performing Arts and English departments collaborate to drive the performance of Arts including
music, instrumental, singing, drama, dance and poetry and literature recital.
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SASCAL Youth Speaking Competition
Our students are offered the chance to take part in the SASCAL Youth Speaking Competition
which is held at Stoke Sixth Form College every year. This year, three of our fantastic Year 8
students, Liane Arevalo, Katelyn O’Reilly Smith and Leanna Chatterton competed with their chosen
topic of ‘The Effects of Social Media on the Younger Generation’. The students have been
rehearsing every Friday after school and have managed to write, memorise and produce their six
minute speech in front of six other schools from Stoke on
Trent. The three students were wonderful and the judges
were blown away by their maturity, professionalism and
clear delivery of their chosen subject matter. This
excellent hard work has led to St Thomas More
successfully winning a place at the finals in January. We
are extremely proud of our students and can’t wait to
start preparing for the final!

Young Person of the Year
A huge well done to Mckenzie who achieved St John’s Ambulance Young
Person of the Year! Young people aged 10-17 can join one of our Cadet
units, which operate across England. Units meet once a week.

Life saving skills are at the heart of our Cadet programme. There is also
the opportunity to use these first aid skills by supporting our adult
volunteers at events.
Some Cadets work towards their Grand Prior's Award. As part of the
Award, you'll be able to take part in a wide range of activities.
‘Being a St John Ambulance Cadet has made me more confident and
taught me that, no matter what, if I put my mind to something I can
achieve it. It has allowed me to become a young woman who is ready
to try anything and who wants to succeed.’

Performing Arts
Samuel O’Reilly-Smith has got through the first round of Britain's
Got Talent. Well done Samuel we are all supporting you on this
journey.

Congratulations to Katie Stanway who has been accepted at
Bird College of Dance, Music & Theatre Performance!

5

Catholic Life at St Thomas More
Live Prayer with Archbishop Bernard
On Wednesday 9 October at 2:00pm all schools across the Diocese joined Archbishop Bernard in
prayer via a livestream. St Thomas More were
among approximately 80,000 children and young people praying
together with the Archbishop at the same time!
As October was the Extraordinary Missionary Month and also the
Month of Mary, it was poignant to come together and pray the
Rosary. In R.E lessons and in the Chapel, many of our students
and YCT members joined in together praying the Joyful Mysteries
and reflecting on the theme of Mission. This is another example
of where prayer is evidently at the heart of our school and our
Mission as a community.

Reverse Advent Calendar
Advent is a time of hope, peace, joy and love. It is a time to pause
and think about the ways in which we can support others, rather
than focus on our own needs. This Advent season, every form group
at St Thomas More will be taking part in the Reverse Advent
Calendar. Instead of taking something for ourselves, every individual
will be bringing in at least one non-perishable food item and all
donations will be taken to the local food bank. This links in very well
with our Act of Kindness aims leading up to Christmas and beyond.
Charity and fundraising are such an important part of our school
and generosity and compassion are key values within the St Thomas
More community.
Staff Coffee Morning—Macmillan
The staff at St Thomas More all came
together to raise money for the Macmillan
Cancer Support Charity. The staff made
cakes and had a lovely afternoon raising
money. Well done to all our Star Bakers!

Staff Food Bank Christmas Collection

The staff have been busy donating items for the local Food Bank in the
lead up to Christmas. The staff have already filled 2 trolleys with food
and more donations are coming in daily. Thank you to Mrs Arnold for
organising this.
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Parent Partnership
At St Thomas More Catholic Academy we recognise that parents have a vital role in a child’s
education and that a strong partnership between school and home is key to enabling our young
people to flourish. In order to strengthen that partnership, we are building upon the success of
last year’s introduction of a Parent Partnership group. The aim of the group is to develop
communication between home and school, and to support parents in becoming fully engaged in
their children’s learning and school community. The group meet regularly, shaping the agenda for
information sharing about school processes and to discuss ideas for school improvement. The
agenda for this academic year is below and all families are welcome to attend the next meeting on
Wednesday 8th January at 5pm in the Savio Centre at St Thomas More.

Date
9/10/19

Agenda
Homework

5pm, Savio Centre

Transition
Bedrock Reading Strategy

08/01/20
5pm, Savio Centre

Pupil Premium

26/02/20

Metacognition and Growth Mindset
Safeguarding and online safety, Rewards

5pm, Savio Centre

SEND & EAL

24/06/20

Catholic Life

5pm, Savio Centre

Numeracy

The Honours Programme
The Honours Programme has grown this academic year to involve 209 students across the
Academy in all year groups. Families and students involved were invited to a Graduation and
Launch event on October 1st, to explain the key features of the programme this year. All Honours
students have a mentoring session with a member of the Senior Leadership Team once a
fortnight, and are involved in various events, workshops and trips throughout the year. All
Honours students have a Charter of Opportunities that they are working towards completing
throughout the academic year. If you have any questions about the Honours Programme, please
speak to Mrs Barker or Mrs Rowley.
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Prize Evening
GCSE & A-level Success 2019
On Monday 16th December we held a Prize Evening for all students who achieved their GCSEs and
A-Level results in the summer of 2019. This was a wonderful evening celebrating the success.
Below is the press release from the GCSE results!

More Determination Pays Off.
Celebrations are the order of today at St Thomas More Catholic Academy with students,
parents and staff toasting excellent results and personal achievements. The results are a
testament to the hard work, effort, resilience and determination to succeed of the
students.
Headteacher Mr Rayner explained “These excellent GCSE results reflect the hard work put
in by students and staff here at St Thomas More Catholic Academy. Students have seized
the many opportunities on offer to tackle these challenging examinations and aspire to be
more. Many of our students can now successfully progress onto their chosen pathways
for post-16 courses.
“On behalf of all the staff, I wish our students every success with the next phase of their
education. We look forward to seeing them and other young people from across the city
in our sixth form in September. The student’s perseverance and commitment to their
own learning has been impressive and they have achieved results which reflect this.
This year’s results saw a significant rise in the school’s Basics figure to 65% together with
improvements in attainment and progress across the board. These record results come a
week after significant success for our A-level students leading them into the best
universities and apprenticeships.”
Some particular achievements include; Milan who achieved four grade 9’s and 5 grade 8’s
at GCSE and Akhtar scored four grade 9’s and 3 grade 8’s together with a grade
seven. Marcel who won the KMF young engineer of the year in 2018 went on to achieve
two grade 8’s, six grade 7’s and one grade six. Marcel won the prize for his technical
ability, teamwork skills with Michelin staff, this helped to inspire him to this academic success he ultimately achieved in the summer
Rob Flello, Chair of Governors, said ‘“I’m delighted to congratulate all the students on
their excellent results this year, they’re to be commended for all their hard work and
should be very proud of what they’ve achieved. It’s fantastic to see the positive learning
experience and support provided by the dedicated staff team at St Thomas More Catholic
Academy translating into opportunities for students to realise their highest potential.”
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Prize Evening
GCSE & A-level Success 2019
Award Winners
Best A-Level Overall Performance Shamila Shahid

Best GCSE Level Overall Performance Jacob Poole-Main

Most Progress Achieved between GCSE Mock Examinations and Final
Examinations
Seyyed Shahusmani Ellie Till

Fr Donnelly Memorial Shield for Progress in Year 11 Laura Hermanowicz

Dr Challiner’s Cup for Progress in the Sixth Form Theophilus Domfeh

The Nicola Norton Cup for Overcoming adversity Seyyed Shahusmani

The Claire Kennerley Cup for Service within the Community Kyle King

Headteacher’s Cup for Student of the Year Thomas Gallimore-Barker
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Pastoral Week - Anti Bullying
During the week beginning November 19th, students enjoyed
participating in a range of activities and workshops delivered by
various outside agencies. As part of our Pastoral Week, sessions were
delivered by Mind, CRASH road safety, Trailblazer, David Hyner
inspirational speaker, New Vic Theatre and the Community Cohesion
Officer. These covered a range of issues including mental health,
aspirations, post-16 pathways, road safety, pedestrian safety, driver
responsibilities, gang youth violence and radicalisation.
Students engaged brilliantly in all of the workshops and their feedback
highlighted how much they had gained from being able to explore a
range of topics and issues which are important to young people – and
within society – today.
In addition, Anti Bullying Week took place in the week beginning 11th November. Again, the
students spoke very highly of the support that they receive and of the awareness that was raised
of this important issue throughout the week. The week included Wear Odd Socks Day, where
students – and staff - took great delight in wearing some very mis-matched socks! Sixth form
students supported the week by volunteering as peer mentors during their free time, the
Anti-Bullying Charter was reviewed during the week, the Anti-Bullying Policy gained approval after
being discussed and reviewed by the Student Leadership Team, prayers
and Fifteen Minutes of Faith were centred around the theme of
anti-bullying, Acts of Worship and assemblies
explored the topic further, and the extended form
period was also devoted to discussion of the topic,
including learning more about how it affects young
people. Lessons were delivered in ICT and English
during the week, as well as the week before,
Anti-Bullying Week. A real collective partnership
was, as usual, evident throughout the school and
again our community united to reinforce the
message that bullying will not be tolerated.

Four students were the successful winners of a competition ran within
the English department in which students were tasked with producing a
bullying-themed creative writing piece. Well done to the winners:
Year 7: Noorin
Year 8:Owen
Year 9: Aaliyah
Year 10: Leila
Year 11: Oliwia
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Trailblazer
As a school we are privileged to have been selected to take part in a Trailblazer scheme working
with the Mental Health Support Team. Involvement in the scheme has brought a number of
opportunities for us to enhance the support available for our young people. We have a nominated
Education Mental Health Practitioner called Frances Kent who is based at STMCA every Friday and
who works with students both on a 1:1 basis and within small group sessions, working on a range
of difficulties including:

•

Worry Management

•

Low Mood

•

Exam Stress

•

Anxiety

•

Difficulties Coping with Emotions/ Feelings

•

Sleep

•

Panic Management

•

Problem Solving

•

Coping Strategies

Alongside the therapy sessions the Mental Health Support Team have been involved in delivering
Acts of Worship about Good Mental Health. They have conducted sessions during our pastoral
week with Years 7 and 8 and most recently have been running parent workshops around
supporting the mental health of your child. The scheme has been extremely busy with 31
referrals into the service within the first 3 months and with some positive feedback and results
from the initial cohort of students. Another great benefit is that being part of the scheme also
enables us as a school to access CAMHS support within a quicker time frame.
Should you feel that your child could benefit from additional intervention and support from the
Mental Health Support Team please contact your child's Head of Year or Student Support Officer
to discuss.

Healthy Eating Workshops
3 Healthy Living Workshops have taken place this term, and 46 families in Y8, 9 and 10 have been
invited. The sessions have been very well attended and extremely positive, with students learning
how to plan and cook a healthy and nutritious meal for the whole family for under £5!
Families have then joined their child to eat together and sample the fantastic cooking. Watch out
for more Healthy Living workshops in the New Year.
In addition to this, NHS lead Nurses have delivered 3 Mental
Health Workshops this term to support staff, children and
families with mental health. All staff, students and families
were invited to these sessions which have taken place on
18th November, 2nd December and 16th December 2019 as
an opportunity for students and their families to ask
questions and to gain strategies for improving our mental
health. More sessions will be available in the New Year and
all are welcome to attend.
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Student Leadership 2019-2020
At St Thomas More Catholic Academy, we believe that
Student Voice should be the loudest voice in the school
and that students should play an active leadership role in
school improvement. St Thomas More Catholic Academy
is committed to developing aspiring leaders of the future.
Student Leadership is an integral part of school life and
allows students to contribute to whole school
improvement and the running of the Academy.
Student, staff and all stakeholders work together to
develop an Outstanding Catholic school with Christ at the
centre of all our work.

Head Boy

Joshua Goodwin

6th Form

Head Girl

Aleena Vijee

6th Form

Deputy Head Boy

Tom Baker

6th Form

Deputy Head Girl

Aimee Hull

6th Form

Student Spiritual Director

Kyle King

6th Form

Student Spiritual Director

Molly Machin

6th Form

Subject Ambassadors Maths

Megan Taylor

6th Form

Subject Ambassadors Maths

Brandon Hackwood

6th Form

Subject Ambassadors English

Prosper Khadiki

6th Form

Subject Ambassadors English

Ameera Ghulzar

6th Form

Subject Ambassadors Arts

Molly Machin

6th Form

Subject Ambassador Sports

Daniel Holdcroft

6th Form

Subject Ambassador Sports

Euan Hurst

6th Form

Environment Ambassador

Mumtaz Begum

6th Form

Environment Ambassador

Holly Leese

6th Form

Environment Ambassador

Isobel Locket

6th Form
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Student Leadership 2019-2020
Community Senior Prefect

Senior Prefect

Bushra Khalil

6th Form

Zaynab

KS4

Ellie Gooding

6th Form

Mackenzie

KS4

Alisha Ahmed

6th Form

Lewis

KS4

Simra Khalid

6th Form

Ellis

KS4

Sakura Don Althuge

6th Form

Anthony

KS4

Daniel Poppinger

6th Form

John

KS4

Joyce Makabayi

6th Form

Anna

KS3

Anet Pauly

6th Form

Rahbot

KS3

Nura

KS3

Tamjeed

KS3

Youth Chaplaincy Team
Troy

KS4

Mitchell

KS3

John

KS4

Hajrah

KS3

Hayden

KS4

Deborah

KS3

Olivia

KS4

Katelyn

KS3

Chelsey

KS4

Samayyah

KS3

Richmond

KS4

Meridien

KS3

Hollie

KS4

Jakub

KS3

Callum

KS4

Gracie

KS3

Daniel

KS4

Daniella

KS3

Abigail

KS3

Sophie

KS3

Rebecca

KS3

Sahara

KS3

Sam

KS3

Amber

KS3

Owen

KS3

Sharliga

KS3

Chiara

KS3

Sam

KS3

Alan

KS3

Harrison

KS3

Cody

KS3

Megan

KS3

Lexie

KS3

Abiha

KS3
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Student Leadership 2019-2020
Subject Ambassador Numeracy

Akash

KS4

Subject Ambassador Arts

Wiktoria

KS4

Subject Ambassador Sports

George

KS4

Subject Ambassador Sports

Nathan

KS4

Subject Ambassador Science

Aishah

KS4

Subject Ambassador Numeracy

Patrycja

KS3

Subject Ambassador Numeracy

Millie

KS3

Subject Ambassador Literacy

Melisa

KS3

Subject Ambassador Literacy

Melisa

KS3

Subject Ambassador Arts

Lucy

KS3

Subject Ambassador Arts

Aleena

KS3

Subject Ambassador Arts

Noorin

KS3

Subject Ambassador Arts

Libby

KS3

Subject Ambassador Sports

Asia

KS3

Subject Ambassador Sports

Libbie

KS3

Subject Ambassadors Science

Katiega

KS3

Sports Council

Peer Mentor

Student Council

Ashley

Scott

Sapphire

Sienna

Georgia

Siraj

Isobel

Annabel

Katelyn

Rayah

Lexie

Scarlett

Millie

Freja

Angielo

Ben

Chiara

Anna

Cameron

Shaina

Darci

Sophia

Ryan

Anne

Kobe

Chelsey
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BBC Radio Stoke ‘Top of the Pots’
During September, the Art Department were contacted by the BBC, as a part
of their focus on Stoke-on-Trent. We were asked if we taught ceramics and
had a working kiln as a part of our curriculum. We were in fact one of only a
few schools in Stoke-on-Trent that they found still had the facilities for using
and firing clay in the school. Both Mrs Crawford and Mrs Jones have degrees
in ceramics as their subject specialism. It is an integral part of the Art
curriculum at St Thomas More Catholic Academy and we ensure that
students have knowledge and understanding of the ceramics techniques and
processes, along with an understanding of our local heritage and history.
We were invited to be the venue for BBC Radio Stoke’s Top of the Pots
show, hosted by Den Siegertsz and Paula White, part of the Perry Spiller show.
On the day, students from Year 7 and Year 10 Art classes were taught by Mrs
Jones and Mrs Barker about texture, pattern and how it can be created through
clay techniques and processes. A reporter from the BBC came in to interview
students and staff, making a video report of the day’s activities. This is linked
to our Facebook page.
Students from 8DB created a series of clay pots that needed to be difficult to
stack, ready for the quiz game to commence. The competitors were Miss
Nuttall and Mr Harvey. It was a fierce competition. With each question asked,
a pot was added to the competitors stack. The loser would be the person whose
pot tower toppled first. Sadly, Miss Nuttall’s stack fell first, Mr Harvey was delighted to be the
winner!

Adrian Riley
As a group, we have been working alongside Adrian Riley, a graphic designer to create design
ideas for the three arches under Longton train station.
Adrian Riley works as a graphic designer and also a public artist who creates commissions. He
explained to us how he enjoys the freedom of creativity and knowing that the work will be on
display for a long time. He also likes knowing that he helped and got to “showcase different
viewpoints of art”.
The designs were inspired by stories that were gathered from ourselves and the public, about
train journeys that we have experienced or any other journeys that we can recall. We have
transformed these stories into related images and added text (with the specific typeface to match
that of the train station), to summarise the stories, to make them both visually appealing and
interesting to read. After all of the designs were complete, we began to come up with a
background for the arches so that it would be eye-catching to the public; and make the designs
bold and stand out more. We unanimously decided that the arches would get gradually darker-to
associate with the seasons. This started with summery colours in the first arch, transitioning into
more autumnal colours to show a unique contrast. Also we added relevant shapes for the
potteries, such as bottle kilns, ceramic plates and vases.
Working as a team, we arranged these shapes and made
them in appropriate colours according to the seasons
and what was going on. There were 15 students from
across all year groups, including the Arts Ambassadors,
in total who took part in this exciting opportunity. The
work took place over three school days. It will be unveiled in Longton in the new year.
by Gia Garrarini Yr 11
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Careers Workshops
WOW Careers has been busy this term with the launch of our new logo, all
staff being able to input their ‘Careers in the Curriculum’ activity on SIMS and
ensuring lots more pupils are preparing for the world of work and planning
their career pathways.

A highlight of the term has been a Year 12 Capital Experience: London trip for
Career Ready. We travelled by train to
see ‘Action Jackson’ a motivational,
inspirational speaker at the Dominion Theatre, who led an
Employability Masterclass on Effective Communication and
Networking. We had a high-powered employer encounter at
Baker McKenzie: A global top 5 law firm, who were kind
enough to give us a compensation negotiation task, and a
delicious lunch in their boardroom overlooking the City and
St. Paul’s. We then walked to Covent Garden, where the
students got to practice their networking skills by completing
an ‘Apprentice’ style activity, and some Christmas shopping.
All of Year 10 have enjoyed 3 hrs of Employability
Masterclasses, on Employability skills, CV building and
writing, covering letters, interview skills and creating your
own personal brand. They have all received a detailed
booklet to take away to ensure these skills can be
discussed and developed at home. Year 10 have also had a
visit from Higher Horizons to ensure pupils have a full
understanding of the variety of pathways open to them
post 16 and the implications of these choices.
Year 8 have had the opportunity to visit the NHS Careers
Fair, Stafford. We found out about the hundreds of different careers available, and the pathways
into the NHS, and talked to many different employers and employees about their roles and day to
day experiences.
Exciting news for aspiring apprentices: Goodwin Engineering
came to talk all those interested and we will be visiting the
workplace, enjoying a tour and understanding of the
apprenticeship scheme along with the opportunity to meet
with the current apprentices and ask questions. Many of our
applicants have received invitations to interview at the end of
this term - good luck to them!
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Year 7 RE Retreat
The Retreat Days offer a fantastic opportunity for both Y7 and the students of our MAC Primary
Schools to take some time out of their busy lives to reflect and to find peace through an
exploration of Catholic Values and liturgical themes. They have been an enormous success, with
positive feedback from all students and staff involved. Students in particular have commented on
the range of activities available to them, and Y5 and Y6 enjoy being able to spend some time at
STMCA in preparation for Transition to Y7. Overall, the Retreat Days form an integral part of
Transition in RE, and ultimately give our students the space to grow spiritually and to aspire to be
more.

Saint Catherine of Siena Girls Group
In RE this term, a group of Year 10 and Year 12 girls have been taking part in the 'Saint Catherine
of Siena Girls Group'. This is a group which helps young women to explore their self worth and
improve their self-esteem. The girls engage in mindfulness activities, build new friendships and
use the group as a safe space to talk. The group had a fantastic opportunity to go to the
'Radiance' event, organised by the Diocese. The event was both beautiful and inspiring, where the
young girls had the opportunity to further explore the meaning to life through meditation and
prayer.
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Science at STM
STEM
A small group of our Y9 students have been selected to take part in an Engineering Experience
held at Birmingham University. During the course of
their 5 weekend sessions, the students will be
initiated into the world of engineering. These
students will be led and mentored by experts in the
field, so that they are able to understand and design
their own Engineering project.
“I was invited to take part in a Master Engineering course at Birmingham University. It was run by
a company who aims to use robots to replace humans in dangerous situations like search and
rescue in collapsed buildings or mountains. When we arrived at Birmingham University, they
showed us into a board room. We watched a presentation and were given a booklet about
Newton’s Laws and how they could be applied to a drone. We discussed how a drone can be used
to keep track of poachers, to look over big machinery and can be used on aircraft. We calculated
what would happen if we raised the speed of the drone by 10%. We worked in a lab and were
allowed to fly drones – speed racing and landing closest to a cone. We also used a robotic arm
which cost £180,000 to build. In the next 4 sessions we will look at rocket cars, virtual reality and
also be able to build our own drones.” Tamjeed Majeed Year 9.
Science Challenge is a swift and stimulating event held once a week in Room 101. The students
are encouraged to use their wits, scientific knowledge and lateral thinking to solve Science Puzzles
and reign victorious during skill based events. So far this year, we have looked at the Science of
Sparklers, Toothpaste and Protection.
“During Science Challenge, we have learnt to conjure up colourful sparklers. We learnt how
sparklers and fireworks get their colour. The more soaked and covered in iron, the brighter the
sparkler. Science Challenge is the most entertaining, but knowledgeable club which makes
learning fun.” Noorin Sakhi Year 7
CREST AWARDS
Well done to last year's 27 CREST Award participants for
achieving either Silver, Bronze or Discovery Awards.
This year’s lab sessions have, so far, been really interesting
and fun; the students have been making lipstick and lip-gloss
and also many types of bath bombs such as spinning,
fragranced and popping candy bathbombs!
We shall conduct scientific tests including using a colour meter
to test the lipsticks and lip-glosses and a decibel meter to
measure the nose level of the popping candy bath bombs!
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Science at STM
Medpath
At the end of November, our aspiring healthcare students
commenced the 2019/2020 Medpath programme.
For our Y9 students, who are new to programme, this
started with a visit to the medical school at Keele
University where students gained an insight into the
facilities and learnt about the application process for
Medicine and other healthcare related degrees. Students
received a guided tour of the wider facilities at Keele
University and were able to find out more about life as a
student.
The following week, our returning Medpath students from Y10
and Y11 completed their first problem-based learning session
along with Y9. Each group of students will complete a total of
four sessions (a different set of cases for each year group).
All of our students have completed two problem-based learning
sessions back at STMCA where they have review cases
including pneumonia and sepsis, heart attack, spinal cord injury
and asthma. Each case study has included a practical, giving
students the opportunity to practise skills such as chest
compressions and peak flow monitoring. The final two sessions will be undertaken in the New
Year.
We are delighted to host this programme which has been
created by and run by medical students from Keele
University Medical school . In addition to the problem
based learning sessions students have been able to ask
questions to current medicine students to can gain an
insight to life as a medical student and to gleam best
practise from current medical students own experiences
of the application process for medical school.

Keep up to date with all the goings on in Science on Twitter

@STMCAscience
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Autumn Education Visits 2019
Poetry Live!
A group of Year 11 students attended an invaluable Poetry Live
trip during which they had the opportunity to experience readings
from outstanding poets including Simon Armitage, Carol Ann
Duffy and John Agard. Armitage is an Oxford Professor of Poetry
and recently has been named as Poet Laureate. Carol Ann Duffy
is one of the most read, studied and loved of today’s poets. John
Agard gave an exciting performance in contemporary poetry, not
only in the delivery of his poems, but also in how he talks about
them, combining historical awareness, cultural insight and
extraordinary humour. Moreover, students participated in two
examiner sessions, exploring how to approach unseen poems in
their English Literature exams and how to effectively compare the
poems which they have studied within their English lessons.
Students who attended the event have been invited to enter a
poetry competition: The Simon Powell Poetry Prize. If you are
interested in applying, then please register your interest with Miss
S. Beasley.

Blood Brothers
In the summer term, the English Department hosted a Celebration Evening, recognising the
success of students in their Accelerated Reader lessons. During this evening, pupils were
presented with an invitation to the highly prestigious production of Blood Brothers. Written by
Willy Russel, the legendary Blood Brothers tells the
captivating tale of two twins who were separated at birth,
only to meet again with tragic consequences. Few musicals
have received the same acclaim as the multi-award-winning
Blood Brothers. It surpassed 10,000 performances in
London’s West End, only one of three musicals to ever
achieve that milestone. Students thoroughly enjoyed a
humorous, yet breath-taking performance, delivered by a
star-studded cast.

Year 9’s and 10 Fieldwork to Carding Mill Valley
The Year 9 and 10 Geographers thoroughly enjoyed their fieldwork
experience at Carding Mill Valley in the Shropshire Hills. There were
certainly more of us than the tourists but, nevertheless they got stuck
in to collecting some excellent data. Students
experienced some amazing physical
geography with fantastic v-shaped valleys,
confluences and waterfalls. The weather was
kind to us and all pupils have taken away a
memory that they will hopefully never forget.
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Autumn Education Visits 2019
Switzerland
In October Y13 Physics students from the Trinity Sixth Form went to
Geneva, Switzerland for three days to visit CERN.
We arrived on Wednesday 23th October, having flown from
Manchester Airport. We checked into the Geneva youth hostel and
then went for a walk along Lake Geneva.
On Thursday we were up bright and early to visit CERN; it’s only a 20
minute tram ride away from Geneva. We had a lecture on particle
physics and then went on our guided tour. We were able to go
underground to see the Large Hadron Collider (LHC) as it is currently
not operating due to maintenance. It was really interesting to see
people from around the world working on one of the topics we study
at A level Physics.
After an exhausting day, we went to an authentic Swiss restaurant
for a fondue and Swiss entertainment!
On Friday morning we did a walking tour of Geneva, stopping only to
spend our Swiss francs on chocolate.
Friday afternoon and evening was spent
travelling back to the UK after a fantastic
trip.
Adam Badenjiki
Dan Poppinger
Jeslin Thomas

Chemistry at Work –The Black Country Museum
In November, a group of Year 8 and Year 9 students attended the
Chemistry at Work event at the Black Country Museum in Dudley.
This exciting event, co-organised with the Royal Society of Chemistry,
involved a series of hands on workshops to showcase the work done
by Chemists in a range of real careers. Amongst other activities,
students made reed diffusers, extracted copper from its ore and
carried out chemical reactions to mimic a lava lamp.
Students also had time to tour the Black Country Museum where they
saw the only full sized working replica of the original Newcomen
Steam Engine (the world's first successful steam engine in which mechanical work was achieved
by a piston moving in a cylinder). They played old school street games, chatted with characters
from the time and saw live demonstrations, for example from the resident chain makers who
skilfully forged a link from molten metal.
Anas Haroun (Year 9) wrote the following on his return from the visit:

In the Black Country Museum we looked at the different jobs men,
women and children had in the 1930s. We saw how boys and men
worked extracting coal from the mine and how it was used to power
the trains. We saw women working the bakery and using the coal to
heat their ovens. We also studied how people smell and used different
chemicals to create a variety of scents. We carried out redox reactions
and chromatography and finished our day extracting metals
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English Department
English at the Movies
In preparation for their mock English Literature examinations, students were treated to a selection
of after school screenings of the set texts. These
evenings were proven to be extremely popular and
students were provided with ‘bonus’ revision material
to support their learning. It is essential that pupils are
actively revising for their Literature exams and to
encourage independence, all Year 11 pupils have 100
recall questions for each of the texts: An Inspector
Calls; Macbeth and A Christmas Carol. These tasks
need to be completed as homework and the first
student to finish the challenge will receive a reward.

MANACTCO
To enhance their understanding of the Power and Conflict poems in readiness
for the English Literature exams, all Year 11 pupils were treated to a
performance of the Anthology. The presentation was a big hit with the
ensemble of skilled, professional actors adding life, character, mood, context
and atmosphere to the text of the poetry. Giving a voice to poetry is essential
in securing pupil understanding; without voice, poetry will just stay lifeless on
the page as a printed object. Following the presentation, pupils participated in
a 30minute questioning activity, where they were able to talk directly to the
actors, enabling them to explore the text in more detail.

English Excellence Project
We are extremely lucky to be involved in the city-wide English Excellence Project, and Year 11
students have already benefited from a plethora of exciting enrichment activities. During the
summer, a selection of students completed a writing project and one of our pupils, Dylan Forbes,
was awarded for his outstanding work and received an Amazon voucher from the programme
organisers.
A group of boys have attended a MADE revision
session, which focused specifically on exam
techniques and equipped the students with a range of
useful revision strategies. Furthermore, students
attended a masterclass at Stoke on Trent Sixth Form
which explored unseen poetry analysis and was
delivered by the staff at the college. Finally, students
also attended an extremely engaging creative writing
session, aimed at enabling them to achieve grades 7-9
in their Language exams. As part of this programme,
we already have a wide range of activities booked for
next half term, including attending a creative writing
session which is being delivered by Matt ‘The Boxer’ Windle.
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Sixth Form
Sixth Form have made a fantastic start to the year and we were particularly thrilled to welcome so
many of our Year 11 students back into Sixth Form alongside our first cohort of David Campbell
Soccer students. The David Campbell Soccer School course offers a very real opportunity to move
directly into employment in the UK or abroad. It boasts a
100% success for jobs and for the last 6 years every
student that applied for a professional International job
contract has been successful. St Thomas More students
have already impressed at events including a recruitment
event for the USA and Canada.
The academic year started with a visit from Staffordshire University who worked with all of our
students to enable them to make a smooth and successful start to the year and the Staffordshire
Crash Team to raise the awareness of driver safety. Year 12 also visited Keele University where
we shared Mass together with our Trinity partner students from St John Fisher and St Margaret
Ward Catholic colleges and attended aspirational lectures as well as completing
team building activities.
On Thursday 3rd October students also had a pastoral day which dealt with
important themes including mental health and resilience alongside a careers
focus, preparing students for their next steps and future success. On World
Mental Health Day Staffordshire University also joined us to deliver a lecture on
Mental Health to psychology students

Birthdays celebrations have started for each student, celebrating every Friday with birthday cake
and cards. We also have ‘Foodie Fridays’ where we collectively order delivery food and share
together. This has been enjoyed alongside watching a number of sixth form students proudly
performing during Arts on Angels. We are looking forward to celebrating Christmas together at the
end of term as a sixth form community.
Year 13 are of course now well underway with their applications and the start of term allowed us
some time to ensure that personal statements are ready to go, as well as CVs for our budding
apprentices of the future. Students applying for Medicine and
Oxbridge entrance have already applied and await interview
schedules. Students in Y12 have applied for the ‘Steps to
Medicine and Steps to Pharmacy’ courses available at Keele
University. Students have also applied for the highly
competitive ‘Career Ready’ programme and successful
candidates enjoyed attending the Capital Experience on
Thursday 5th December.

24 Sixth Form students have been given roles as student leaders following an application and
interview process. This includes the roles of Head Boy and Girl and deputies which were voted in
by staff, sixth form and Year 11 students. Congratulations to our Head Boy Joshua Goodwin, Head
Girl Aleena Vijee and deputies Tom Baker and Aimee Hull. Our Head Boy and Girl made a
wonderful start to their elected roles by delivering inspiring and informative speeches during our
Sixth Form Open Evening.
Our Sixth Form Open Evening was a wonderful evening, displaying all the subjects that Trinity
Sixth Form has to offer alongside careers advisors and representatives from Chester, Keele and
Edge Hill University who advised students on post 16 course choices. We have already received a
number of applications from internal and external applicants before the initial deadline of Friday
20th December. Y11 students are welcome to pop into Sixth Form if they have any questions
regarding applications or would like an application pack. You can download the application and get
more subject information from the website www.trinity6.com.
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Sporting Achievements
Extra Curricular Activities
There are lots of exciting events happening in
PE! On a Monday there is girls football club
with Stoke City. On a Tuesday night we have
girls only fitness suite, netball club, basketball
club and Y10 sports science catch up sessions.
On a Wednesday we have girls rugby club, Y7
and 8 boys football club and Y11 revision/catch
up sessions. On a Thursday we have Y9-11
football club with Stoke City and on a Friday
we have the fitness suite open to both boys
and girls, table tennis club and badminton
club. Below are a selection of photos from the
Tuesday night club.

Staff vs Students
The first STM ‘staff v students’ challenge began
with a doubles badminton competition, all in aid of
the Race for Life cancer charity.
The staff involved including Mr Halliday, Mr
Stonier, Mrs Oakes, Mrs Lovatt, Mr Cartlidge and
Mr Humphries, and we managed to beat the Y11
and 6th form students with 20 doubles wins to the
students 3. Well done to all in aid of a great
cause.
Awesome Walls
11/12/19- The PE rewards trip for students with the best behaviour for
learning scores this term was at ‘Awesome Walls’ on Wednesday. The
students thoroughly enjoyed the challenges they were given and
demonstrated lots of talent for climbing. Well done to all who
participated

Team News

26/11/19- U14 Football team in league action versus put in a
brilliant display in their victory over Haywood. STM have also
played against St Peter’s where they narrowly lost.

15/10/19- U13 football
team in the city cup competition putting in a very good
performance winning against Haywood to progress to the next
round of the competition. Well done on a solid performance
boys.
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Sporting Achievements
13/11/19- U14 Girls football team involved in the city competition. The girls
achieved 2 victories and one draw.
Also, the girls were involved in the city futsal competition where they came
second in their group narrowly missing out on a place in the January county
competition by one goal.

6/11/19- U13 Girls football team involved in the city girls football
competition. This was held at St Thomas More. The girls went unbeaten in
the city football festival, finishing top of the group with some brilliant link
up play and fantastic finishing.

21/10/19- The Y7 boys entered their first team competition
this term in the U12 city futsal competition. With lots of talent
to choose from two teams were selected and STM were the
only school to have two teams entered across the city with
one team getting all the way to the final without conceding a
goal to narrowly lose 1-0 in extra-time of the final. Well done
to both teams.
11/10/19- U16 football team have been in league action this
term playing both Trentham and Meridian Academies. Both
games were very closely fought matches.

5/10/19- With Stoke City community football
staff working with STM students it was great
to see a number of boys and girls selected to
represent Stoke city at a local competition.

25/9/19- Y7-10 boys cross-country team
The Y7-10 boys who were selected to represent the STM school team at
Trentham high school and St Joseph’s performing very well with several
students finishing in the top 10 of their races.

U14 Futsal team
19/9/19- The U14 futsal team entered the city competition this term and
narrowly missed out on the final. Winning 2 games drawing 2 games and
losing one game.
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St Thomas More Summer Performance
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Upcoming Events
January
07/01/20 | School Opens to Students

08/01/20 | Parent Partnership Meeting
08/01/20 | Year 12 Internal Exams
10/01/20 | Year 11 Parent Session 4pm
15/01/20 | Year 11 PP Family Revision
15/01/20 | Year 12/13 Parents Evening
16/01/20 | Year 8 Parents Evening
23/01/20 | JB Mass & Extended Form Time
24/01/20 | Year 11 Reports
24/01/20 | Stoke Partnership Games Year 8 Girls
29/01/20 | French Culture Event – Birmingham- Year 7&8

27/01/20 | Outward Bound Trip

February
04/02/20 | Elevate Education Presentation Year 9
04/02/20 | Sixth Form Course Discussions Year 11
06/02/20 | Year 9 Parents Evening
06/02/20 | Intermediate UKMT
10/02/20 | Career Fair
12/02/20 | Honours Careers Workshop
13/02/20 | Year 9 Art Trip

14/02/20 | Year 11 School Photos
17/02/20 | School Closed for Half Term
24/02/20 | School Opens for Students
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