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Aspire to be More
Dear Parents/Carers,
As we come to the end of this academic year, we should reflect on an incredibly successful and busy
year for our school. We have all worked very hard and should be very proud of all that has been
achieved as a school and as individuals. Students were very diligent in their revision for the internal
examinations and their hard work was rewarded with the results which have been sent home this
week. We remember year 11 and 13 students who have taken their GCSEs and A levels this
summer, they worked tremendously hard and I am sure their commitment will be rewarded on
results day.
Our Awards Evening at Stoke City FC celebrated the successes of our students in both academic and
extra-curricular activities’; it was a wonderful evening with guest speaker Carol Shanahan impressed
time and time again by the achievements of our current students.
This year we have had more opportunities for parents to be involved in school life. I am very
thankful for the work of the parent forum. As a result of their feedback we have established a
Facebook page, together with our newsletter, Twitter and website, it gives you a real insight of the
huge range of exciting opportunities that go on within school.
I am particularly proud of our successes in the Young Engineer of The Year competition which we
entered with a team sponsored by Michelin. Clearly our robot was no match for any other schools!
The details are on page 2. This year has also seen the launch and implementation of our Honours
programme, I have been delighted with all the work that students have undertaken to further their
aspirations. We look forward to the celebration event next term.
The last few weeks of the year have been marked with significant events in the life of a school. The
summer ball and leaving Masses were fitting ways to say goodbye to our students at the end of their
time with us. Students spoke about the need to grab every opportunity presented within school and
the support they received. In the last week we also had the music concert and our Sports Day
celebrating and showcasing the talents of our students outside of the classroom. Both events showed
what talented and fantastic students we have within school.
We have also welcomed our new intake for next September during the transition days. We look
forward to welcoming all two hundred and four students in September. The date for Prospective
Parents’ Evening for entry into year seven in 2018-19 is 19th September at 7pm in the school hall.
Given how oversubscribed we are, please pass this date on to any parents of next year’s year six
students.
This year also saw our facilities being significant improved with our new 3G floodlit facility. I am
delighted that this facility is being used so much by our students and the wider community. Next
year will now see our first cohort of year 12 students studying with the David Campbell soccer school
in our Sixth Form.
At the end of term we will say goodbye to a number of staff who have made a significant
contribution to the life of the school over the years. We thank them for all they have given to our
community and wish them well in the future. Miss Gater, Mrs Mitchell, Mrs Davies and Mr Beauchamp
are leaving the teaching staff to pursue a range of opportunities. Mrs Possente, who has worked for
the Trinity Sixth Form, is retiring.
Stay safe over the summer break and come back, ready to “Aspire to be More” on the 4 th September.
Have a good break and God bless
Mr M. Rayner
Headteacher
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KMF Robot Wars Winners
STEM based careers are important in this
modern economy, from sports equipment,
transport and the medical industry. Through
this competition students are given the
opportunity to boost the skills needed to thrive
in this modern sector of work.
This year’s ‘Young Engineer of the Year’ has
been an exciting, fast paced competition that
has tested students to create and develop their
own fighting robot for a ‘Robot Wars’ style challenge.
The competition has included team based tasks,
presentations from the students, and of course the
battles where each group has had the opportunity to
assess the
capabilities of their work. The students
involved with ‘Young Engineers of the Year’ have built
working relationships with students and companies in
a professional way.
The competition involves hard work from many companies, including KMF who run and
organise this competition every year, and Michelin who have been our school sponsors
for the last two years giving practical assistance, advice and support to all pupils involved throughout. ‘Robo Challenge’ the company that supervised all technical aspects of
the battles and robot testing, are the company that produces the house robots for the
BBC’s television
programme Robot Wars.
Students were given the opportunity back in October to sign up and start building their
randomly selected robot kit. Over the next few months students worked tirelessly after
school to build, test and then develop their kit into a personalised and efficient machine.
The original two teams, ‘The Destroyers’ and
‘Circuit Breakerz’ worked alongside our school
sponsors Michelin every week to complete their
entry. Both teams were put through their paces
at the semi-finals, with ‘The Destroyers’ coming in
8th place and ‘Circuit Breakerz’ winning the
semi-final tournament overall against over 30
other school teams. The new and improved robot
for Circuit Breakerz went on to win the Robot battle at the final at Newcastle Under Lyme College.
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Thomas Norcup
Congratulations to Tom Norcop who won his long
jump event at the County championships with a jump
of 6.33m and has now qualified to represent
Staffordshire at the English National schools
competition. Thomas is a dedicated student who
shows determination in all areas of his studies. We
are all really proud of your achievements so far and
can’t wait to see you represent the County.

The School Physicist of the Year Award
2019
The Ogden Trust organise a series of awards ceremonies
around the country for Year 10 pupils making exceptional
progress in Physics. This year our regional event took place
at Keele University on the evening of Friday 12th July. The
events celebrate and reward the winning students – a
certificate and book token is presented to each winner. The
events also offer a taste of university physics with
undergraduates on-hand to talk to the winning students;
they often include an evening of hands-on science
demonstrations and a lecture. This year the event included;
- Solar Observing at the Space Observatory, Mystery Physics
Challenge and the awards presentation.
One of our pupils, Caitlin McDonagh, was a major prize winner on the evening,
attending with her proud family. Caitlin deserves her success for the manner in
which she has approached her studies in physics and the exceptional progress
made over the past two years. We at STMCA offer her our congratulations on
this tremendous achievement.
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Prize Evening July 2019
On Monday 15th July, we had the pleasure of welcoming nominated students and
their families to the Tony Waddington Suite at
Stoke City Football Club to celebrate this year’s
nominations for the end of year awards. It was
wonderful to see so many nominations and to
celebrate the success of all the award winners.
With guest speaker Carol Shanahan, it was an
inspiring event which truly shone a light on how
students at St Thomas More Catholic Academy really do ‘Aspire to be More’.
Headteachers Award - Megan Baker
Contribution To School Life Award - Betiel Aregay
Charity Fundraising Award - John Henry

Exceptional Progress Award– Evie Pointon
Exceptional Effort Award - William Hallam
Contribution to the Spiritual Life of School Award
- Molly-Anne Cooper
Year 12 Sustained Effort and Progress Award –
Isha Farooq
Contribution to Sixth Form Life Award – Joshua
Keeble

Year 12 Contribution to the Spiritual Life of School Award – Daniel
Poppinger
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Year 7 Bushcraft
On the 6th and 7th May, 68 year 7 pupils and 4 members
of staff travelled into the Cheshire countryside to spend a
night in the woods. The BushCraft company provided a
fantastic opportunity for our pupils to gain an appreciation
of their environment, solve problems and work as a team.
Some of them even served the food and did the dishes...we
did encourage them to take this skill back home with them.
Without the distraction of phones, social media and fortnite it
was wonderful to see our students interacting so positively
with each other and laughing non-stop! We played hide and
seek in the woods, built shelters and made traps- which
caught a few of the teachers.
It was an unforgettable couple of days and something we will
certainly do again.

Year 7 Dragons Den
The YMCA came into St Thomas More Catholic Academy to promote the City Youth
Ambassador Network back in March of this year. The presentation and opportunity to
make a difference in the community really hooked some of our pupils and 12 pupils
embarked on their leadership journey. The pupils were given
£150 to create and run a social action project of their choice.
As a group they decided to campaign for animal rights and
raise awareness of animal cruelty and the effect humans have
had on the natural habitats of wildlife. The pupils presented
their project to staff members at the YMCA, a teacher panel at
STMCA and finally 5 pupils were chosen by the group to
represent them at the Dragon's Den held at the Mitchell Arts
Centre. Our pupils were amazing and secured their place in the
next round. As a result of 12 hours of leadership training
delivered by the YMCA, the NCS and Wavemaker was offered to
our pupils. From July the pupils had the chance to put
themselves forward as individual candidates for election.
Success in this round would come from an individual presentation in front of other candidates, members of staff and a representative from the
Department for Education. All of the pupils presented with confidence and passion and I
am pleased to report that 3 of our pupils were chosen to make up the 12 successful
elected members of the City Youth Ambassador programme.
This programme was offered to all year 7 pupils across the city and to have our pupils
making up a quarter of the elected members is an achievement we are extremely proud
of.

A huge well done to Liane, Lenna and Kaitlyn who have been elected.
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Chaplaincy Update
Chaplaincy at St Thomas More continues to thrive
and spirituality permeates across the school. We are
very lucky to have the commitment and dedication of
the YCT (Youth Chaplaincy Team), and fundraising
representatives from Year 7 up to Sixth Form who
continue to support the charity work and spiritual
events that happen throughout the year.

Highlights of this year include the MAC retreat days (from Year 4 onwards), the
Masses, community events, the Lourdes pilgrimage, and raising over £1000 for
former student, Luke Boulton, which was a fantastic achievement. Luke is now
able to train to be a teacher due to the St Thomas More family raising funds for
specialist equipment for his visual impairment. This is due to the strong sense of
generosity and compassion that our school community demonstrates to others.
Luke came in to deliver a talk in students’ Acts of Worship and shared his
inspirational story. This resonated with every one of us.
Another highlight of the year, as afore mentioned, was the pilgrimage to Lourdes
during May half term. The Year 10 students demonstrated
such commitment to their faith. Also, the preparations and
fundraising leading up to this fantastic week highlighted
their creativity and passion. We were incredibly proud of
them throughout the pilgrimage and received lots of
positive feedback because of the care that they showed to
other pilgrims and the way in which they were immersed
in Masses through reading or leading prayer.
Working together across the MAC and the writing and production of the MAC
hymn is another great achievement from this year. It is evidence of what
successful and positive collaboration can result in, as well as the commitment
from staff and students within the MAC Mission group.
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Lourdes 2019
Unforgettable Lourdes
At 1:30am on Saturday 25th May, two members of
staff and six students met at school, a little
bleary-eyed, but ready for the week ahead! Some
knew what to expect, having experienced this
pilgrimage before, but for others, it was brand new.
For everyone however, the memories from this special
trip would certainly be unique and extraordinary.
A mini bus journey to Stanstead airport was full of
excitement and trepidation, but before we knew it we
were on the plane and on our way to Lourdes! We arrived at the hotel before lunchtime
and explored the area before the pilgrimage officially began on the Sunday.
Our first duty was to welcome all schools in the Diocese to the introductory Mass, then
later on we observed the torchlight procession at the heart of Domain, which was
magical. Seeing hundreds of people come together in faith and unity clutching candles,
representing their love and commitment was incredible.
Other duties throughout the week included leading Grace
at the Accueil (this is a hospital based in the Domain, near
to the churches. People who are unwell stay there and are
cared for by volunteers). We also led night prayer, read in
Mass (in front of hundreds of people!), carried banners
that represent the Diocese and St Thomas More, and
participated in the night procession. All students carried
out their roles diligently and respectfully. They were truly
fantastic ambassadors for St Thomas More.
Other highlights of the week included a trip to Giovanni, a wonderful mountainous town,
a concert led by Jo Boyce, an evening of fun, music and togetherness. We also led our
own evening prayer at the Grotto, where we lit candles for our loved ones and our St
Thomas More community. Again, the students were a
credit to the school and demonstrated such love and
respect.
Lourdes – a place where back in 1858 miracles
happened and a young girl named Bernadette saw Our
Lady, the Virgin Mary. In 2019 we have seen for
ourselves that it is still a miraculous and special place.
It is a place of fun, laughter and fervent faith. I look
forward to spending more pilgrimages with our
students in the future!
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English Department
The English Department hosted an Alice in Wonderland themed
evening to celebrate the outstanding achievements of Year 7
and 8 students within their reading programmes. Students were
treated to an array of activities included reading of literary texts,
musical performances, face painting and a literary inspired photo
booth. Students received awards
acknowledging both effort and
attainment and the prestigious
‘Ace of AR’ title was bestowed upon Rachel Mutate in Year
7 and Lillie Johnson in Year 8. All pupils receiving awards
were also invited to attend a theatre performance in the
autumn term. The evening was an excellent success and a
real celebration of the importance of reading within our
school community.
The Festival in a Factory’ with Mary Portas at Emma Bridgewater: 6th June
2019
We were fortunate enough to secure tickets to an event at the 3-day literary festival in
June. Four of our year 10 students enjoyed a
controversial yet thought-provoking interview
with the very inspiring Mary Portas. Mary talked
about her experiences working with men in the
retail industry and her new book ‘Work like a
Woman’ which highlights her views on women
and the idea that the codes of femininity should
be celebrated more in their careers.
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat: 3rd July 2019
The English Department took 50 of our year 7 and 8
students to Birmingham Hippdrome. We began the
day in the city centre and enjoyed some delicious
pizza and dessert at ASK Italian restaurant. Once fed
and watered, we headed to the theatre (darling!) to
view a spectacular performance of Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. The show was
vibrant, well-choreographed and featured some wonderful actors and singers. Most
importantly, the students really enjoyed it.
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Library Update
We are excited to announce that from September our library at St Thomas More will be
rebranded as ‘The Bee Hive’; this area will essentially become a hub for teaching,
learning, study and creativity. We are also going to promote topic specific library lessons,
events and competitions.
After school activities will also take place in ‘The Hive’, these will be open to all year
groups and will include: Be Creative, Be innovative, Be Team players and more. Although
these activities will be fun to take part in, they are also a great way for them to be
familiarised with what is expected when they sit their GCSE exams.
Furthermore, the Academy is launching
Bedrock Learning, a super new tool which
will be replacing Accelerated Reader.
Students will be able to access this within ‘The Bee Hive’ making use of the laptops and
computers.
Following these changes we are sure that it will lead to inspiring times for Teachers and
Pupils.
Although this will be a big change for the library, we are convinced that the love for
reading will continue within the school.

Music Lessons
Here at St Thomas More we offer peripatetic music lessons
with ODM (Ollie Docksey Music) where students can learn to
play instruments such as the piano, guitar or violin as well as
offering vocal/singing lessons.
Students can choose either a 15 or 30 minute individual
lesson or a 20 or 30 minute group lesson with a maximum of
3 students.
For more information see Ms Milan or Mr Bruus in the Music
Department for more information.
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Maths Department
The maths department have had a great year working with all year groups but
would like to mention our Y11 students in particular. Many
of them have worked extremely hard all year, attended all
revision session and pestered teachers to mark lots of exam
papers. There have been numerous opportunities for Y11 to
attend additional revision workshops at Keele University
and the feedback from the facilitators has been how impressive they have been in terms of knowledge and what a
credit they are to St Thomas More. Well done Y11!
This term we have had the further maths network working with some of our Y10
students during the school Work Ready Week. Students had the opportunity to
take part in a problem solving race and to win prizes. The day provided an insight
into the importance of studying maths beyond GCSE
but also how it links to many other subjects and
careers.
The department have welcomed Y5 and some Y6
through maths taster sessions. Y5 from across our
MAC school were engaged and enthusiastic when
looking at the prison cell problem where students
had the opportunity to discover the square numbers. We look forward to seeing
Y6 for our induction days and having them join our school community in
September.
Maths lessons are complimented by the use of
HegartyMaths for home learning as well as
independent revision and work at home. As
teachers we are continued to be impressed by
the number of hours of work studied by our
student at home.
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Maths Department
Maths Department Hegarty Heroes!
Top 10 in each year group for hours clocked in on HegartyMaths.
Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Shayan Mahmood

Maddison Anstey

Richmond Addai

Fahmida Faiza

Samuel O'Reilly-Smith

Tinotenda Nyamayaro

Kate Chadwick

Thanush Murugadas

Alishba Hussain

Faiza Hashmi

Nathan Yorke

Chrispin George

Meridian Hunte

Joshua Ashlee

Brooke Axon

Lilli Liew

Roksana Krzykala

Sanie-Marthy Padilla

Amaani Khan

Ellis Barlow

Hajrah Ahmed

Megan Baker

Oliwia Zadka

Jack Harper

Alanis Davidova

Charlene Cataquez

Aleksandra Goslicka

Saqib Hassan

Rachel Mutate

James Pitt

Jorja Poole-Main

Fae Hulme

Aleena Saleem

Faizan Hashmi

Vanessa Obiapuna

Sophie Manders

Emannuela Kwakye

Abdul Aziz

Kurmaal Jan

Evie Pointon

With special mentions to Alishba Hussain (Year 7) – Answered 5881 questions, with 1738
being correct on the first try!

Year 8 Geography erupt with creativity
Once again this year, Year 8 have raised the bar with their
volcano projects and crater-ed a wide range of lava-ly volcano
models in all shapes and sizes. Their models never cease to
amaze me and all looked incredibly realistic with an unbelievaby
diverse use of materials used, such as clay, paper, cardboard,
wood, plaster of Paris, sweets, chocolate and even household
items. The final decision for the three winners was so difficult to
choose that Mrs Rigby (the Head of Year) had to have the final
say as it was just too close to call. The eventual winners were
Lola Goodwin (8MK) for the dormant volcano category, Harriet Colley (8DB) for the
creative category and Georgia Daley (8DB) for the active category. A huge well done to
the winners and all the year 8’s and I hope those that don’t win will be magma-nimous in
defeat.
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Science at STMCA
CREST
Some of our students have been
working towards the CREST
Bronze and Silver Award.
They have had a ‘real-life’ experience of being a scientist by
working on a STEM project (which is linked with Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics).
This term they have been making lipstick, suncream and many types of
bathbombs including foaming bathbombs, and bathbombs with different colours,
shapes and fragrances.
They have typed a project report in which they recorded their research, planning,
results and conclusions, and along the way they learned good laboratory skills
and had fun making the bathbombs, lipstick and suncream.
A student has commented, in his personal reflections:
'Our project on investigating bath bombs was very successful as we experimented
with different ingredients in different proportions to create the maximum amount
of foam...The project overall became fun... and more of a club than work.'

Staffordshire University: ‘Outbreak’

This month, some of our Year 9 students spent the day at
Staffordshire University investigating the symptoms, causes
and cure of an 'Outbreak' scenario. It was an interesting and
engaging session on epidemiology aimed at aspiring
students to pursue Medical Careers. The students took a lot
away from the day and it was a great way to see real
scenarios come to life, truly inspiring our students passions
for their future careers.
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Science at STMCA
MAC Stem Science Week has seen four of the feeder
schools, St Gregory’s Catholic Academy, St Augustine’s
Catholic Academy, St Maria Gorretti Catholic Academy
and Our Ladys Catholic Academy, join us in our science
labs to explore all aspects of science at secondary
school. Students started by getting their Bunsen Burner
Safety Certificate and learning all about how to stay safe
in the science lab. Students then began to experiment
with some tasty strawberry laces and although the
temptation was high to eat the treat, students were so
entranced by all the experiments they resisted eating
them. The students left having had a wonderful
experience not only experiencing secondary school but
engaging in their learning and development within Science.

Astrophysics Research Experience
Nine of our Yr10 pupils have been chosen by Keele University to participate in a prestigious
Astrophysics research project conducted by Professor Rob Jeffries and his team. The nine
pupils are;
Sophie Manders, Megan Salt, Barbie Santiago, Saqib Hassan, Naomh Weston, Dominic Hewitt,
Thanush Murugadas, Fahmida Faiza and Lewis Deaville.
All nine were required to apply to join the research project by contacting Keele themselves
with a brief overview of their interest and knowledge in Physics. Mr Wootton was required to
write a reference for each of them outlining why they would be suitable for this opportunity. It is to the credit of every one of the pupils that they were successful in their applications
and spent the week beginning 8th July on the University campus in the Physics Department. Professor Jeffries contacted Mr Wootton to say that this was the largest group they
had ever had from a single school who had applied successfully.
While at Keele, the pupils looked through data that has been gathered by NASA’s TESS satellite observatory in an effort to identify examples of certain types of “eclipsing binary
stars”. They were attempting to learn something about the stars in these binary systems by
analysing these “lightcurves”. They were looking for binary systems that might serve as
“benchmarks” that can be used as calibrating objects for a future space mission called PLATO. This is a part of the wider research being conducted at Keele.
By Thursday afternoon, the research was completed and the students spent Friday preparing
their final presentations to teachers and parents in the afternoon.
As well as the valuable research which will now be used by Universities around the world, the
students gained a valuable insight into the workings of a highly regarded university department. This will be of benefit to them as they now consider their future careers.
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Sports Update
Tennis
St Thomas More have been competing in this years City
Competitions. After a tough few sets, we are pleased to
report that we finished in the top 2.
A big shout out to the Year 10 team who finished 1st in
their competition and showed real potential. The players
are all gearing up and training for the next competitions.

Well done to our year 7/8 rounder's team
who competed in their first competition. We
were the youngest team there but showed
real potential, superb sportsmanship and
excellent manners.

Well done to our year 7 athletics team
at their first event! Showing real
potential.
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Career Ready
During Career Ready Week we had a wide range
of guest speakers in the school along with school
alumni.

GCSE &
A level Results Day

Future First Skills Workshop

A level results
Thursday 15th August
Results are available to
collect from
8.30am – 10.30am

YEStaffordshire Employability Workshop

GCSE results
Thursday 22nd August
Results are available to collect from 8.30am – 10.30am

National Enterprise Challenge

The library fire-exit stairs will
be used to enter the building
when collecting results. This
is located directly next to the
main reception.

Careers advice will be
available on both mornings.
Any results not collected will
be posted first class.
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Enrichment
A broad range of extra-curricular activities are available across the Academy for all
students. The enrichment timetable has been given to all students and families to ensure
that everyone is aware of the breadth of opportunities offered. Teachers track
attendance to extra-curricular clubs on a central spreadsheet which shows that ‘period 6’
around school is buzzing with activities which are promoted and celebrated via Twitter,
TV screens around school and a weekly staff bulletin email. These extra-curricular
activities enable our students to develop a lifelong love of learning and provide a safe
space for children to develop, build relationships and accelerate their progress. We are
also maximizing input from external providers, offering a ‘Mitchell Arts Centre
Programme’ consisting of after school workshops in Film, Digital, Theatre and Creative
Writing led by MAC staff. This has been well attended and very popular. These
workshops culminate in a Summer Show at the Mitchell Arts Centre for students involved.
We are also funding a Boxing Programme for targeted students which again has been
popular and well attended. These opportunities have had a positive impact on many
students.
For the next academic year, 'YMCA Go' will be offering
extra-curricular sessions including 'Marvel Mahem' focusing on comic design, 'We Are Revolting!' based on Matilda the Musical and a bespoke resilience club for targeted
students. The extra-curricular enrichment timetable for
2019-2020 will be released in September.

Duke of Edinburgh
In June our team of Duke of Edinburgh students successfully
completed their Silver Expedition in the Peak District, in the
heatwave. To cope well they set off early each day and drank
plenty of water.
In their presentation afterwards they
wrote, ‘DofE is an amazing
opportunity to learn new skills and challenge yourself in ways
you normally don’t. It also helps you talk to people you
normally might not, as well as allows you to make new
friends! It might seem hard, and trust me some bits are… but
you will have some of the greatest adventures of your life
here. Overall DofE was an exciting adventure that I would do again if I could… I think we
all would.’
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Enrichment
Mitchell Arts Centre Workshops
Practitioners from the Mitchell Arts Centre in Hanley have
been leading workshops at St Thomas More throughout
2019.
This has been an excellent opportunity for students to build
resilience, confidence and creative skills in conjunction with
the Mitchell Theatre company. Students could choose to
take part in a range of workshops including Film and
Digital, Creative Writing or Theatre.
The Film and Digital workshops are very closely linked in many areas when exploring
the art of film-making. Film workshops offered the opportunity to develop new skills
in the theory of film-making which is fundamental to understanding the
pre-production stages when creating a TV programme. Digital work
shops focused on aspects such as logo design, music creation, and animation. During
the post-production stage, students used editing software to finalise their TV
Programme.
Theatre workshops offered the opportunity to develop skills in theatrical performance
across a range of disciplines working towards a live performance to be showcased at
the MAC. Together, learners explored the art of
storytelling and were introduced to a range of
performance practices including mask work,
puppetry, physical theatre, and vocal
techniques. Alongside this, learners have had the
opportunity to practice and develop creative
writing skills explored through script writing, short
stories and poems.
Following the workshops, students have the opportunity to take part in a Celebration
Event during the summer holidays, which will take the form of a Live Theatre
Showcase Event at the Mitchell Arts Centre in Hanley. We thank the Mitchell Arts
Centre for providing our students with this excellent opportunity.
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Sixth Form
Y13 Leaver’s Meal
On Friday 28th June staff and students gathered at The Wayfarer in Stone for a meal to
say goodbye to our year 13 students. The evening was arranged by the Sixth Form
student leaders and was filled with personal touches to remember their time at St
Thomas More. This was a wonderful evening to end what has for many been 7 years at
St Thomas More.
We look forward to seeing them again on results day to congratulate them on their successes. Below is what Head Girl Roshni has said about her time at St Thomas More.
"St Thomas More has been such an important part of my life for the past 7 years and I
can't express how thankful I am towards the staff who are an absolute credit to
themselves. I will never forget the amount of love and support I have received during my
time at STMCA. I'm so proud to have had the opportunity to represent such an amazing
school over the past year. Thank you for everything" - Roshni Haque

Cambridge
Sixth Form Honours Programme students culminated their year with a residential to
Cambridge University. Students participated in interactive lectures, talks and team
building at Sidney Sussex College as well as exploring the
campus and city. Hassan Hashmi’s cited his highlight as the
physics lecture that he attended. Other students’ couldn’t
identify only one highlight of the residential as they enjoyed
the overall experience of attending such a prestigious
university. This has had a positive impact on their university
choices for next year. Their university applications are now
well under way and they look forward to turning their
aspirations into a reality.
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Sixth Form
Career Ready
St Thomas More Catholic Academy remains the only
institution in the city to offer Career Ready at a Sixth
Form level. Following the success of last year’s
Career Ready graduates, including our head girl
Roshni Haque winning the National Logistics Student
of the Year, our Y12 Career Ready cohort continue
to go from strength to strength. Students
participating in the programme are undertaking
internships including places at KMF, NUK training,
Stoke Council and Newcastle Town Football Club.
During our work experience week, Career Ready students also took part in a bespoke
programme which included preparation for post 18 options, a visit to a masterclass at
Stoke City Football Club and a visit to Radio Stoke where they met producers and
presenters and discussed careers in media production. The week ended with a visit to the
law courts Simra Khalid enjoyed this and said she ‘got to see a variety of careers on offer
in the field of law.’
We wish all our Career Ready students the best of luck for their summer internships!

Liverpool
All year 12 students attended the annual Liverpool Higher Education Exhibition. There
was a vast array of exhibitors from Universities and careers across the country to help
students consider what they would
like to do following their time at
Sixth Form. Students were very
inquisitive visiting stalls and asking
insightful questions about courses.
Some students elected to attend
subject seminars as well as
seminars on exploring post 18
options, student life and finance.
Following the UCAS fair students
explored the city of Liverpool including visiting Liverpool Docks, The Beatles museum and
The Museum of Liverpool whilst others enjoyed shopping and eating in the city.
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Sixth Form
Work Experience
During Sixth Form work experience week students took part in a
variety of work experience placements linked to their career
aspirations these included placements at Douglas Macmillan,
Tesco, Watermill School and Marks and Spencer.
Students who were interested in a career in Health and Social
Care and physiotherapy attended the Watermill Academy school.
Ellie Gooding aspires to be a physiotherapist and talked of her
experience observing hydrotherapy sessions. She said ‘it was
invaluable for my future career. I really enjoyed seeing what
physiotherapy is like day to day and how you can help people and
put a smile on their face.’
Caitlin Edwards would like to work in the field of Health and Social Care and attended a
placement at the Douglas Macmillan where she interacted with patients, participated in a
relaxation therapy session and gained many skills to prepare her for a career in the field
of nursing.
A small group of students attended an intensive week
at Marks and Spencer which consisted of an immersive
week of what it is like to be a Marks and Spencer
employee, including having one to one interviews with
managers. Students experienced different departments
including ‘behind the scenes’ Visual Merchandising
department and observed management meetings.
On the shop floor students were complemented on
their creativity and interactions with customers. The
week finished with individual presentations from students to staff at Marks and Spencer
as well as Mrs Oakes and Mrs Bradbury. Topics included Diversity and Inclusion, Visual
Merchandising and selling and upselling products. The staff were overwhelmed with the
quality of the presentations, skills displayed and their insight gained into business.
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David Campbell Soccer School
This September we are delighted to introduce the David Campbell Soccer School to St
Thomas More Catholic Academy Sixth Form. This Football Industry with Coaching course
is open to males and females ages 16 -19 and will offer a Level 3 qualification in Sports
Coaching alongside work placements. David Campbell Soccer brings first class football experiences to students training for a career in the industry, to managing top
football talent. Due to our academic performance and excellent facilities, including use
of our 3G pitch, St Thomas More Catholic Academy are the only host school of the David
Campbell Soccer School outside of Merseyside.
David Campbell educational courses were set up in
2003.Their expertise has enabled them to offer the highest
quality qualifications for those wanting to consider a career in
the business of football and the wider sports industry. The
David Campbell course is officially recognised as delivering
the ‘best course of its type in the UK’.
Becoming a David Campbell Soccer School student offers
more than just a course, it offers a very real opportunity to
move directly into employment in the UK or abroad. Some students enjoy Apprenticeships immediately at the end of the course, followed by a permanent career role in
the football or sports industry. It boasts a 100% success for jobs and for the last 6
years every student that applied for a professional international job contract has been
successful.
A highlight of the course ran by David Campbell Soccer School is the European learning.
Securing Erasmus funding has enabled them to take many students on an annual residential, fully-funded learning experience to help them consider wider career opportunities, including outside the UK. Students enjoy 5* facilities used by Premier League Clubs
and International teams. The David Campbell Soccer School have now secured €118,000
and St Thomas More students who are successful on the course will be partaking in a European trip to Portugal in June next academic year. This cost of the trip is worth over
€3000 per student.
The unique vocational-style course provides an industry recognised Level 3 qualification
which also attracts UCAS points for those wishing to progress to University and can be
taken alongside other qualifications at St Thomas More Catholic Academy, including A
Levels.
As a David Campbell Soccer School student, students will be part of our Sixth Form community. Along with providing a wider curriculum offer, we will provide students with excellent pastoral care grounded in the values of faith, excellence and respect preparing
students for their next stage in education, training or employment.
We look forward to welcoming
our first cohort in September
2019.
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Parent App

Update your contact details
Much of our school communication is now emailed directly to you. If
you are not receiving emails from us, please contact the school office
on 01782 882900 or email office@stmca.org.uk to update your
contact information. This also applies for mobile telephone numbers
as we also use text notifications. Thank you.
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Facebook / Twitter
As you are aware, Parent Partnership meetings have continued to develop the strength
of communication between school and home this academic year. Feedback from the most
recent Parent Partnership meeting suggested that communication could now also be
further enhanced via a school facebook page as this would allow us to showcase all the
events and activities the school, its students and parents quite rightly feel proud of.
Therefore we would like to invite you to like our new facebook page

https://www.facebook.com/stthomasmoreca/
This page will not replace the formal communication that you already receive
via email and text message, but will be instead used as a further tool to inform
you of all the fantastic activities happening on a day to day basis.

Lettings
We are pleased to announce that we are
now offering lettings of the school
premises outside of school hours.
Whether you are a local football team in
need of the newest 3G pitch in the city,
badminton, basketball, netball club in
need of a sports hall or even a local club
looking for a classroom, we can help.
Get in touch with the school on
01782 882900 or you can email
nbyrne@stmca.org.uk for more
information and to check our current
availability.
We look forward to welcoming the local
community in to use the school
facilities.
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We are looking forward to welcoming all
our prospective parents and students to
come and have a look around and meet
our staff for 2020/21 intake!

Prospective Parents Evening
19th September 2019
7.00pm
Prospective Parents Coffee
Morning
10th October 2019
10.00am
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